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LECTURE XI. 


Imporence.—1. Permanent in Women, from 
Obstruction and Imperfect Development of 
the Vagina; Instance of Pregnancy, even 
in such case ; — i ag rape 
—2. Temporary Impotence ; ysical a 
Functional Causes ; — Unchaste Habits. 
Impotence rarely Pleaded by Women against 
the Husband. Case of th Brown ; Tem- 
porary Impediments to Conception superven- 
ing on Marrioge. Rules for guiding Sur- 
geons in their Decisions on Impotence.— 
Rape.—History of Laws for its Prevention, 

of a Husband on his Wife. English 
Continental modern Laws on the Crime. 
of the Lecturer against the possibility 

its Commission on a resisting Woman. 

GENTLEMEN :—2. Another incurable cause 
of impotence in females is obliteration of 
the vagina, either from ill-managed ulcera- 
tion.or from some other disease. 

3. A third cause is a natural extreme 
narrowness of the vagina, although in many 
instances this is removable by judiciously 
applied modes of dilatation, and emollient 
fomentations: another is malformation of 
the pelyis, such for instance as a great 
de, ion of the os pubis, opposing itself 

to the act of generation. In my 

however, this cause is doubtful; I 
Bcarcely conceive that any degree of 
distortion of the pubis could cause such an 
ect, In the most distorted pelvis which 

Lhaye ever examined, where the space for 

the passage of a child’s head was such as 

scarcely to permit that of a marble, the 
woman was impregnated. 


the impotence arises from the state 


of the soft parts, I must caution you, that 
before giving an opinion you should ex- 
amine, most carefully, the condition of the 
parts, for although very narrow, yet they 
may be dilatable to a certain extent; even 
such as to permit the passage of the head 
of the child in the act of parturition, and 
cases are recorded in which it has taken 
place in a very extraordinary degree. 4 
shall refer to one of these only, from the 
Memoires of the Acad. of Sciences of Paris, 
for 1722. A French woman, who had been 
married eleven years, and in whom the 
vagina was so narrow as scarcely to admit 
a large-sized quill, at length became preg- 
nant, without any enlargement of the pas- 
sage; nevertheless, at the fifth month of 
pregnancy, the vagina began to dilate, and 
at the full time she was delivered without 
any difficulty. 

The constriction or narrowness of the 
vagina, therefore, cannot be justly regarded 
as a cause of impotence in the femalé, 
unless the part be also so irritable as to 
produce extreme pain and fainting in the 
effort of coition; and this sometimes occurs 
when the degree of narrowness is not very 
remarkable. I knew an instance of this 
kind in which the female was very anxious 
to have the difficulty overcome. Sir Cuas. 
CLARKE met me in consultation on this case, 
and various means were tried to allay the 
irritability of the part, and to dilate it, but 
they all proved ineffectual, and a divorce 
would have been the consequencé had not 
the lady retained her fortune, which was 
considerable, in her own hands at her mar- 
riage. Under such circumstances, it be- 
comes a moral question how far a husband 
is justified in an act of infidelity to thé 
marriage vow ? 

Many of these cases must be put down 
among the temporary and curable causes of 
impotence. You will find several of them, 
with the mode of managing them, detailed 
in the Edinburgh Medical Essays ; the Lon- 
don Medical Repository; in MeRRimMan on 
“ Difficult Parturition;” and in Foprrr’s 
Cours de Médécine Légale. 

4. Too great an amplitude of the vagina is 
also regarded, by some authors, as a cause 
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of impotence, when it poo from a rup- 
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ture of the perineum, and a communication 
taking place between the rectum, anus, and 
vagina. This is one of the cases in which 
it is supposed that disgust would render 
any attempt at connection vai on the part 
of the male; and, consequently, that such 
a state becomes a source of impotence in 
the female ; this, however, is too hasty a 
conclusion, as I have seen one instance of 
the contrary. We may, finally, regard as 
causes of absolute impotence in women, 
every incurable disease of the womb and 


vagina. 

The curable, and, therefore, temporary 
causes of impotence in the female, are 
dense and imperforate states of the hymen, 
of which many cases are on record; partial 
adhesions of the labia, whether natural or 
arising from operations such as are per- 

in.some parts of Africa, with the 
view of preserving female chastity; and 
prolapsus uteri in its early stage. The gene- 
ral causes of sterility are ulcerations and 
fistulous communications of the vagina with 
the bladder or the rectum; and dilatable 
contractions of the vagina, such as we have 
already noticed, whether these be natural, 
or depend on tumours, callosities, or cica- 
trixes of ulcers, or lacerations in difficult 
labours, a polypus in utero, or an unu- 
sual position df the uterus. In Merriman’s 
Synopsis are two cases connected with 
this part of our subject, to which I would 
direct your attention.— (See Merriman, 


e poe 

Among er physical causes of sterility, 
we must not overlook the impervious state 
of the fallopian tubes; and the adhesion 
of those uterine appendages, so as to pre- 
vent the ova from getting into, or being 
conducted through, them to the uterus. The 


ovaria, also, are sometimes absent. Such 
cases are only made obvious by dissection 
after death; but the knowledge of their 
existence, even wader such circumstances, 
may prove useful in a medico-legal point 
of view. 

The functional! causes of sterility are all 
of a curable and temporary description, for 
instance, suppression of the menses, or its 
opposite state ; and a peculiar condition of 
the organ, connected with painful menstru- 
ation, in which a membranous substance is 
discharged with the secretion. Dr. Den- 
mAN, in whose Introduction to Midwifery 
(p. 176. Vol. 1.) an account is given of this 
state, aflirms that “ no woman in the habit 
of expelling this membrane has been known 
to conceive ;” but in delivering this opinion, 
he also points out the means by which it 
may be counteracted. 

In Paris and Fonsianaue’s work, it is 
too generally stated that women who do 
not menstruate are sterile ; but this remark 
should refer only to women who have never 
menstruated. Foperek mentions a case of a 
woman 35 years of age, the mother of five 
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children, enjoying good health, who had 
never menstruated except once, at the age 
of seventeen. With regard to the formation 
of the adventitious membrane mentioned by 
Denman and ethers, it has been found 
covering the whole cavity of the uterus. 
A preparation of a case of this kind is in 
the Dublin College of Surgeons, which so 
closely resembles the membrana decidua, 
that it might deceive the most experienced 
eye. 

5. The exhaustion of the uterine system 
from promiscuous and too frequent sexual 
intercourse is a cause of sterility, regard- 
ing which, you will, occasionally, be called 
to give an opinion, and which requires the 
utmost care to avoid deception. Young 
men, particularly mea at Oxford and Cam- 
bridge, have been frequently ensnared into 
marriage by prostitutes, who have after- 
wards endeavoured to persuade their hus- 
bands that they were pregnant, for interested 
purposes. Now, although this is not very 
likely to oceur, yet it may happen. The 
fact that the unchaste are not fruitful, is 
too obviously demonstrated in the lives of 
the numerons prostitutes in this metropolis. 
But although, im the majority of instances 
among prostitutes, sterility is the con- 
sequence of the profligate life which they 
lead, yet when a female thus circumstanced 
marries, and becomes coustant to one man, 
the uterus may again recover its tone, 
and conception take place. When the 
colony of Van Diemaa’s Land was first 
established, much inconvenience was felt 
from the want of women; a cargo of female 
convicts of the most abandoned description 
was sent to supply the defect; and after a 
year had elapsed, they all became pregnant. 
In general, however, this is not the case, 
and the opinions of medical men, in cases 
of alleged legitimacy of offspring under 
such circumstances, must be cautiously 
delivered, and not until every fact has been 
carefully investigated, and every possible 
source of error has been zealously ex- 
amined. 

The same solicitude and caution is re- 
quisite in cases of alleged impotence, more 
especially when made by a wife against a 
husband ; for it is inconsistent with woman’s 
natural modesty, that charm, which is the 
chief instrument of her dominion over man, 
and which is a power far more permanent 
than the irresistible fascination of her per- 
sonal attractions, that quality which justly 
lifts her above the level of common nature, 
and, when thrown off, degrades her below 
even the most depraved of our sex; it is 
inconsistent with this quality for a wife to 
make a charge of impotence against a 
husband ; and, therefore, every such charge 
must be regarded with suspicion. Such 
cases, however, occur; and hefore closing 
the consideration of this part of the sub- 
ject, I shall read a short case from the 
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Reports of the Ecclesiastical Court, which 
points out some cautions requisite to be 
attended to in such cases, namely— 

1. That a supervening impediment is no 
ground of nullity of marriage. 

2. The importance of medical reports. 

“ Brown v. Brown.—This was a cause 
of div perp by reason of cruelty and adultery, 
promoted and brought by Exizapern Brown, 
wife of Joun Brows, of St. Ives, im the 
county of Huntingdon. The marriage took 
place on the 3rd of Nov., 1825; and on the 
12th of October 1826, the parties separated. 
A libel, consisting of twenty-two articles, 
with two exhibits annexed, was admitted 
without opposition. To this libel a negative 
oe was given, and three witnesses were 

as to the fact of the marriage. 
ie allegation (of eleven articles with an 
exhibit,) on the part of Jonn Brown, was, 
after debate, admitted as reformed, It 
alleged, that although a marriage was in 
fact had and solemnized between the par- 
ties, they never lived and cohabited as man 
and wife by reason of some natural im- 
i t and incerable malformation and 
y defects which cannot be removed by 
the art or help of physicians and surgeons 
ae A the > and inspection of 
other lawful proofs to be 
ieies in this cause will manifestly appear.)” 
The prayer of the allegation was, “ that 
the marriage might be pronounced to be 
absolutely null and void from the begin- 
ning.” On behalf of Mrs. Brown, this 
tion was counter-pleaded and con- 
tradicted ; and witnesses having been ex- 
amined on both sides, the cause, at petition 
of both proctors, had been concluded as to 
the fact and validity of the marriage. 

“ Jupement:—Sir Jouwn Nicoir.—Mrs. 
Brown was past the age of child-bearing at 
the time of the marriage; therefore the 
primary and most legitimate object of wed- 
lock—the procreation of issue—could not 
operate; and a man of sixty, who marries 
a woman of fifty-two, should be contented 
to take her ‘ tanquam soror.” But here 
there is a failure of proof on both the 

ints which it was incumbent on the 

usband to establish: first, that there was 
impediment to consummation at the time of 
the marriage ; and, secondly, that there was 
an incurable impediment. 

“ It was pleaded, indeed, in the husband’s 
allegation, that the disease was natural and 
incurable ; had it been stated that, though 
incurable, it was merely a supervening 
defect—the not unusual attendant of ad- 
vanced age—and in a woman past child- 
bearing, I do not know that the court would 
have admitted the plea at all, for I have 
yet to look for an authority that would set 
aside the marriage, even if these facts, now 
insisted on as sufficient to found a sentence 
of nullity, were held to be proved; but, 
in my opinion, they are not proved, more 








especially as to the disease being incurable. 
Mr. Copre.anp, ten months after the mar- 
riage, aflurded her some relief; the cure 
was in progress when he ceased to attend 
her; and Mr. Oxes, a surgeon of Cam- 
bridge, and two experienced women, who 
both have had large families, are of opinion 
that the ebstruction is removed. Without 
therefore deciding anything as to the other 
branch of the case, I shall confine the ex- 
pression of my opimion to this: that the 
husband has failed to prove the disease 
inearable ; and shall leave the wife to pro- 
ceed with the suit for adultery, recommend- 
ing, however, that the parties should come 
to some arrangement. The legality of the 
marriage is established by the court pro- 
nouncing that the husband has not proved 
his allegation.” * 

Upon this subject I have only pow to ad- 
vise you to let the following rules be your 
guide in every examination which you may 
make into the accuracy of charges either of 
impotence or sterility :— 

1. In the first place you must be fully 
satisfied, by the most rigorous inquiries and 
examinations, that the physical causes, if 
any exist, are of a deseription to exclude 
completely the possibility of sexual inter- 
course, or the power either of impregnating 
or being impregnated. 

2. In the second place you must satisfy 
yourselves whether these causes are abso- 
late and permanent, or whether they admit 
of the interference of art for their removal, 
You may set down those as absolute and 
irremediable which depend on congenital 
deficiency of the organs of virility ia the 
male, or a congenital ocelusion of the va 
gina, which does not admit of operation, or 
on deficiency of the uterus in the female ;-- 
as curable, such as depend on adhesion of 
the prepuce to the glans; dimiautien of the 
orifice of the urethra, priapism, partial para- 
lysis and stricture of the urethra, in» the 
male ;—contracted vagina, without great 
morbid irritability of the organ; adhesion 
of the labia; dense hymen; prolapsue and 
procidentia uteri; polypus in utero; and 
leucorrhea, with great relaxation of parts, in 
the remale. 

3. You must acquaint yourselves so fully 
with the history, temper, habits, and the 
moral and religious feelings of the parties, 
as to enable you to decide how far these 
may influence the powers of virility ; and 
you must always bear in remembrance the 
powerful influence of mental wnpressiona, 
and combat the propriety of taking these into 
consideration, as nothing would lead to 
greater abuses, and be productive of greater 
misery in society. 

4. It is of the utmost importance to de- 
termine the kind of impotence, whether it 





¢ Hesgrat’s Sapentnet Cases in the Ecclesiastical 


Cou 
2F2 





be natural and. absolute, or accidental and 
temporary ; and, in the event of the latter 
being the case, to ascertain its duration, and 
whether it existed at the time when the 
event, which your opinion is cabled for te 
establish or to set aside, took place. Thus, 
in .a.case, for example, of a disavowal of 
paternity, from impotence, it is necessary 
not only.te prove the present existence of 
this condition, but to establish its existence 
at the epoch when the alleged act of coition 
must have taken place. 

It is only by the observance of these rales, 
that medical evidence can shield the inno- 
cent, and aid the arm of justice in punishing 
the guilty. 


Gentlemen, the subject which I have next 
to bring before you, namely, Rare, is one of 
great interest and importance, inasmuch as 
it involves the reputation and happiness of 
woman. 

Let us for a moment reflect on the charac- 
ter of woman, and the solicitude with which 
we.are bouad to protect it. Is she not the 
cempasion and sharer of our purest plea- 
sures,—the cheerer of our most anxious 
moments,—the friend on whose fidelity alone 
we,can depend under every reverse of for- 
tune,—in trouble and in sorrow,—in poverty 
and. in sickness? Is she not the mother of 
our children,—the nurse of our infancy,—the 
pride of our manhood,—the boast of our 
nature? If woman be such a being, it is 
impossible to set too high a value upon her 
purity ; and, when we consider how large a 
portion of men, in every country, and in 
every stage of civil society, are the slavesof 
their appetites, and who regard women only 
in the light. of beings intended to gratify 
their debased passions, we cannot avoid re- 
joicing thet the law interposes its strong 
arm to shield female virtue, and to punish, 
with, its utmost severity, those who dare to 
invade it. by force." The crime of rape, 
raptus muliorum,is one, therefore, which has 
justly excited the public feeling in every 
period of the history ef society; and it is 
curious to trace the different views of it 
awhieh have been taken at different epochs. 

According to the Mosaic law, a rape com- 
mitted on an: unbetrothed damsel was pu- 
nished merely by a fine to the father, and 





* The number of rapes in France are nearly as 
four to one of those committed in Great Britain. In 
M. Guerry’s tables, relative to the influence of age 
on crime in France, I find that of one thousand and 

ix crimes committed under twenty-one years of 
one houdred and twenty-three are rapes on 


six 
children; From twenty-one to thirty, the rapes on 


chiidren are fifty-six, on adults one hundred and 
five; From thirty to forty, the rapes on children are 
fiftymine, on adults seventy-three; From forty to 
fifty, the rapes on children are ninety-four, on 
adatts ~one ; From fifty to sixty, rapes on chil- 
‘dren i on adults thirty-two ; From six 
te ty, om children one hundred and sixty-six, 
gu adie fourteen; Above seventy, on children 
“hundred and eighteen, on adults twenty- 
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the marriage of the female by her ravisher, 
without the power of divorce; but if the 
damsel were betrothed, then the punishment 
was death,—a distinction which Micuattis, 
in his Commentaries on the Laws of Moses, 
justly aseribes to the debasement which 
polygamy had inflicted on the female sex, 
The Greeks punished the crime'with death ; 
and among the Romans this was not only 
the case, but, “ as if simple death was in- 
adequate to the enormity of bis guilt, the 
ravisher was either burnt alive, or torn in 
pieces by wild beasts in the amphitheatre.” 
The Roman law, indeed, gallantly supposed 
that women never go astray, without’ the 
seduction and arts of the’ other ‘sex, and, 
therefore, by restraining and making so 
highly penal the solicitations of the ‘men, 
they meant to secure effectually the honour 
of the women. It is curious to remark that, 
amidst this severity, the Roman law rejected 
the charge of a prostitute; but the common 
law of England extends its protection in this 
particular to the most profligate ‘and noto- 
riously unchaste, on the supposition that she 
may have forsaken her unlawful course of 
life. Thisis certainly a merciful featare in 
our law, but how far it is just may be ques- 
tioned; for when a woman has fairly broken 
down the barriers of chastity, her sense of 
honour and regard for truth are generatly 
also violated past redemption, and no cim- 
fidence whatever can be re on her 
asseverations, even when they are delivere 
under the sanction of an oath. l 

Rape was punished by the Saxon laws, 
especially those of King ATHELSTAN, with 
death ; and this was also the ‘case with the 
ancient Gothic constitution. The law; how- 
ever, respecting this crime was changed, at 
various periods, in the different Baropean 
states. 

In England the capital panishment of the 
crime was changed to castration, in the réign 
of Writtam tHe Coxeverer, unless the 
female redeemed the criminal by demanding 
him for her husband, with the consent of 
her friends and the judge. This law'con- 
tinued in force until the period of Hewry 1H., 
when it was enacted, that the complaint 
should be made directly after the crane was 
committed. In the third of Eowwrv ll) the 
crime was reduced to a single trespass; and 
punished with only two years’ imprisonment 
and a fine to the king; but, under this lenity, 
the frequency of the crime rose tovan awful 
degree, and, consequently, im ‘the 18th’ of 
E.izavetn, it was again made a capital 
offence, if perpetrated on a ehild under ten 
years of age, unless the criminal was a bey 
under fourteen, who, in the eyeaf the law, is 
presumed incapable of committing a tape. 
But a boy, as well as any others; aiding and 
assisting, might be tried for’ felony, ‘if it 
appeared that the abettor had mischievous 
discretion. 

In one point of view;’a man may be 
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guilty of a rape committed upon his wife, 
for, although he cannot commit a rape upon 
her himself, on account of the consent which 
she has given in her marriage vow, and which 
she cannot retract, yet he may be guilty in 
assisting another person to commit a rape 
upon her,, Lord Aupuey, Earl of Castle- 
haven, was tried ia 1631, for a rape upon his 
own wife ; be held her down by force, whilst 
one of his minions forcibly, and against her 
will, had carnal knowledge of her, and the 
earl-was executed for it. In the same trial 
the judges, in. answer to the question, “ Whe- 
ther, it beimg proved that the party ravished 
were of evil fame, and of an unchaste life, it 
will amount to.a rape?” replied, “ The en- 
forcing a commen strumpet against her will 
constitute’. a rape; a common whore may be 
ravished against her will, and it is a felony 
to do it.”* 

This:is/the present law of England, which 
considers (forcible :violation, however, as a 
necessary ingrediest ia the crime of rape. 

By an Actiof 9 Geo. LV., passed in June, 
1828; ‘death»is, the penalty only when the 
girl is under tea years of age, for a rape on a 
girl between the age of ten and twelve years 
is only! a misdemeanor, punishable by im- 
prisomment, with or without hard labour. 

Jn Scotland the punishment of rape is also 
death, unless the woman declare that she 
afterwatds: consented; in which case the 
punishment is either imprisonment or confis- 
cationiof goeds, or a pecuniary fine. 

The early French code punished with 
death whoever violated. the daughter of his 
master; butinother eases the Burgundian 
code decreed, that the ravisher should only 
pay six times the legal price of the female, 
anda maulct-of twelve shillings ; and if he 
could not pay, then the criminal was given 
up to the relations, who might revenge the 
injury as they pleased. 

In the Napoleon code rape is punished 
with imprisonment and hard labour for a 
limited number of years, 

In America, again, the punishment varies 
in the different states, but in none of them 
is it death, 

I have ventured, Gentlemen, to occupy 
your time with this brief and rapid sketch 
of the manner in which the crime of rape has 
been, and is, legally regarded, at different 
periods of society, as a proper introduction 
to the investigation of the grounds upon 
which we are to rest our evidence, when 
called upon to give it, in reference to the 
physical and physiological proofs that arape 
has been committed on the body of a female. 
In the execution of this part of our duty, we 
must always bear in recollection that there 
is. vo crime so easily charged, and none s0 
hard.to. be rebutted by the accused party, 
though ever, so innocent. This depends 





* Howell’s State Trials. 





much on the nature of the evidence, which, 
in many instances, cau only be presumptive ; 
aud, also, on the fact, that the party ravished 
may give evidence upon Oath, and is in law 
a@ competent witness; and a child of any 
age, if she be capable of distinguishing be- 
tween right and wrong, is also a competent 
witness. 

Rarvris defined in law—“ the earnal know- 
ledge of a woman, forcibly and against her 
will.” Formerly the term carnal knowledge, 
as employed in this definition, was intended 
to comprehend a full and perfect act of 
coition, namely, perfect penetration and 
seminal emission. The fact of the latter, 
namely, emission, threw many difficulties in 
the way of proving the crime; and, there- 
fore, that part of the proof was set aside by 
an Act of Parliament, 9 Grorce IV. ¢. 31, 
June 1828, which cites—“ that upon trials 
for the crimes of buggery and of rape, and of 
carnally abusing girls under the respective 
ages hereinbefore mentioned (10 years and 
under), offenders frequently escape by reason 
of the difticuity of the proof which has been 
required of the completion of these different 
crimes; for remedy theréof be it enacted, 
that it shall not be necessary in any of these 
cases to prove the actual emission of seed 
in order to constitute carnal knowledge, but 
that the carnal knowledge shall be deemed 
_ ete upon the proof of penetration 
only.” 

The passing ofthis Act, which was brought 
into Parliament by Sir Rowert Peet, is 
highly creditable to the British legislature, 
for previous to its being enacted into a law, 
the possibility of committing a rape on a 
healthy female in the prime of life, who had 
the inclination to resist, could be reasonably 
doubted. Even as the law now stands my 
doubts upon this part of our subject are still 
strong. 

Now, in arguing the point wpon moral 
grounds, I would enquire, is the strong arm 
of the law raised to punish the bratal 
ravisher who would violently force from a 
woman that possession, the loss of which to 
her is beyond computation, and to preserve 
unsullied the honour and charity of ‘the 
female sex? If this be the object of the law, 
and it is the only one worthy of the con- 
sideration of an enlightened legislature, 
neither the fact of the actual penetration, nor 
of the emissio seminis, ought to be kept in 
view. In my opinion the violence in the 
attempt should be alone sufficient to consti- 
tute the crime : for the completion of it, even 
as the law now stands, is almost impossible 
if the female be in health and of adult age. 
The following are the grounds upon which 
I support this opinion :—The law requires 
that the carnal knowledge should be against 
the will of the female. Now, if she be-of 
adult age, there is little difficulty in proving 
that it is scarcely within the verge of pos- 
sibility for a single man to overpower a 





reluctant female, and to commit the crime, 
evenas it isnow defined. In this statement 
of my opinion, however, I must not be mis- 
understood ; it has not only no reference to 
those cases in which the female is in a 
delicate state of health, or under the in- 
fluence of intoxication, or overpowered by 
the narcotism of opium, or other drugs, or 
is of infirm advanced age. IL conceive that 
the question, as it now stands, is one of less 
difficult solution than it may at first sight 
appear to be. 

The influence of mind on the generative 
organs is daily demonstrated by its effects 
on individuals who indulge in libidinous 
ideas; and not only do erections follow 
these, but there is, also, emission, and an 
“inereased secretion of the seminal flaid. On 
the same aecount the act of coition is, in 
some degree, revalated in its effects by the 
State of the mind. Whatever powerfully 
eceupies the mind renders the individual in- 
different to sexual pleasures. To those, for 
example, who are deeply engaged in philoso- 
phical pursuits, sexual intercourse becomes 
tearly as indifferent as in those labouring 
uader impotence y'and if any idea which is 
prominent in the mind, disconnected with 
the act of coition, arrest the attention of the 
male during its performance, it is equally 
well known that the powers of the mem- 
beam virile instantly fail, and the act cannot 
be completed. The whole attertion of the 


mind is, therefore, required to be intensely 
fixed upon the object of passion, and the 
function itself, in order to secure its due 
rmavee. How far this influences the 
male J will not pretend to affirm; it is 
sufficient for my purpose to establish the 


fact se far as regards the male. Now, it 
may be asked, what is the inference to be 
drawn trom this faci? It is this, that in the 
struggle necessary to commit a rape on a 
benlthy female of adult age, who is really 
anxious to preserve her chastity unsullied, 
the mind of the man must necessarily be so 
much abstracted from the act itself in over- 
comivg ‘the resistance offered to him, and in 
repelling the attacks of the female made 
pon him, that, independent!y of corporeal 
exhaustion, this condition of his mind will 
render it utterly impossible for him ever te 
effect that penetration which con-titutes the 
crime: henee I hesitate, even now, in fully 
according with the prevailing opinion that 
@ rape can be commitied on a strong healthy 
woman when due resistance is made, and 
this, even admitting that she at length be- 
comes so exhausied as to be incapable of re- 
sisting any longer. I am fully aware that 
this opinion is not in union with the opinion 
of writers on Medical Jurisprudence, but it 
is ove which I have long entertained, and of 
the accuracy of which I have no doubt, 
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Opium, (continued):—1. Distinction between 
the Symptoms of the Soporific Stage pro- 
duced by Opium, and those of other Nar- 
colics, Other Symptoms from inordinate 
doses of Opium, Its Pathological Effects. 
—2. Treatment, with the Stomach-Pump, 
cold A ffusion, and Stimuli,—3. Physiologi- 
cal Effects ef Opium on the System.—4, Its 
peculiar Effects on some Persons, Its 
Effects in combination with other Nar- 
cotics.—5. Forms of its Administration in 
Pill.—6. Its Employment in Fever. Ob- 
jections te Bleeding in Fever, Modern 
Changes inthe Virulence of Fever. Employ- 
ment of Opium in the Phlegmasie. 

Tue first stage, or that of excitement, after 
the administration of opium, I have shown 
to you is characterised by a train of pheno- 
meva which do not result from the employ- 
ment of any other drug with which. we are 
acquainted ; so, likewise, is the last stage, 
or that of collapse, marked by some symp- 
toms which more particularly distinguish it. 
There is a deep sicep, or, as it is termed, 
sopor, usually attendant upen it, which 
forms a diagnostic feature, and which, al- 
though it may occasionally be found to fol- 
low upon the other narcotics, is mest strik- 
ingly characteristic of this powerful juice. 
rhere is an overpowering lethargic state, 
from which you may for a moment arouse 
the individual into apparent sensibility; 
but he instantaneously relapses into a per- 
fect suspension of his faculties. Delirium 
very rarely occurs; and although we have 
on record some cases in which convulsions 
were present, yet they may be considered 
as very unusual. Almost all the other nar- 
cotic poisons are attended by delirium and 
convulsions as the ordinary symptoms. Co- 
nium, or hemlock, exhibits a state nearer 
approaching to that of opium than the other 
narcotics ; still, coma and convulsions are, 
generally speaking, present. Where heubane 
or hyoscyamus has been taken, that union 
between coma and delirium which is called 
typhomania, is observed. Belladonna causes 
delirium and coma; the delirium is often of 
an agreeable character, accompanied by un- 
controllabletits of laughter, and very often 


Now 
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there is no sopor. Datura stramonium, or 
the thorn apple, causes maniacal delirium, 
with singing and dancing. Nicotiana taba- 
cum, or tobacco, excites convulsions and 
universal tremor, ithusa cynapium, or 
dog’s parsley, is marked by spasmodic pain 
of the stomach, and difficulty of breathing ; 
acoritam napelins, or monk’s hood, by 
maniacal delirium ; helleborus niger, or 
black hellebore, is followed by delirium and 
high irritation ; and the fox-glove, or digi- 
talis, by delirium and general convulsions ; 
the strychnos nux vomica by dreadful agita- 
tion and alarm. Extreme cold produces a 
sopor, and an irresistible sleepiness, that has 
an approximation to the effects of opium, 
more nearly than any of the narcotics I have 
enumerated; and the deleterious fumes aris- 
ing from burning charcoal cause a somewhat 
similar state; still it is more nearly allied 
to asphyxia. 

The other symptoms which accompany an 
inordinate quantity of opium, may be found 
as the consequences of the narcotics gene- 
rally, nor do they afford us any very strik- 
ing diagnostic marks. They likewise vary 
according to the age, the sex, the habits of 
the patient, and to the dose that has been 
taken. Thus, although the face is most 
generally observed to be pale, there are not 
wanting instances in which it is described 
to be flushed. In some cases the breathing 
is apparently easy, and almost natural ; 
whilst again, in others, it is stertorous, and 
performed with great difficulty; the pulse 
is generally feeble and irregular, yet this is 
by no means a uniform occurrence; the skin 
is cold, shrunk, and bedewed with a clammy 
sweat, and has been known, occasionally, to 
have been imbued with the characteristic 
odour of opium; the extremities are very 
generally cold; the eyes are closed, and on 
lifting the eyelid the pupil is found to be 
dilated, and insensible to the stimulus of 
light. Vomiting occurs, occasionally, at va- 
rious periods after opium has been taken. 
Dr. Crumpr, whose ardent love of science, 
and whose anxious investigation of truth led 
him to try numerous experiments, which he 
has admirably detailed in his inquiries into 
the natare and properties of opiam, tells us 
that he himself, when trying experiments on 
the different parts of opium, often vomited 
wp what appeared to him the entire quan- 
tity of the medicine he had taken, after its 
having affected him in a very violent man- 
ner. It is very singular that a pill of opium, 
administered at nicht, will be vomited up 
fn the morning, after having produced its 
narcotic effect. This is an observation which 
Van Swreres originally made. 

Persons who outlive twelve hours after 
Opinm has been taken very commonly 
recover, death usually occurring about 
eight or nime hours after the dose, though 
there are instances narrated where it has 
éecorred within four hours. The symptoms 








during life are those, first, of sanguineous 
acceleration to the brain, in the stage of 
excitement ; and, secondly, of reaction in 
the stage of venous retardation ; and in the 
third stage of congestion, and where, from 
the largeness of the dose, the twotirst states 
are too transient to be perceptible, the 
intensity of action upon the nervous system 
is marked only by the fatal impression pro- 
duced, the collapse is immediate. Under 
such circumstances the indications to be 
followed are to remove the exciting cause, 
and to obviate the proximate, and these are 
borne out by the appearances which present 
themselves where examinations have taken 
place after death. It is not within the scope 
of this course of lectures to dwell upon that 
which morbid anatomy must illustrate t6 
you, but as it is a most important point to 
be attended to, whether as regards the mode 
of action of opium upon the system, or the 
treatment which is to be pursued, I must 
observe to you that the vessels of the brain 
are generally turgid with blood, that some- 
times a watery fluid has been exhaled from 
them into the ventricles, and that through- 
out the cerebral mass there is every mark 
of sanguineous engorgement. Nor mast I 
pass over the generally observed fact, that 
the blood is ordinarily found fluid throagh- 
out the body. 

With regard to be removal of the exciting 
cause, the first object must be to relieve the 
stomach for the poison, and this is best 
effected by mechanical means; the irrita- 
tion of the fauces, with various stimuli, wae 
at one time the only assistance we could 
have recourse to; but the introduetion into 
general use of the stomach-pump has com- 
pletely set aside these unscientific methods 
of evacuating the opium. Its employment, 
both for injecting warm water and again 
withdrawing the fluid, mast be continued 
with perseverance as long as the slightest 
odour of the drug is perceptible, and this 
may require some considerable length of 
time where solid opium has been taken, for 
the glutinous matter adheres most tenaci- 
ously to the coats of the stomach. This in- 
strument is invaluable apon such occasions, 
for emetics are not to be upon ; 
besides which, if they cannot bring the sto- 
mach into action, from the paralyzed condi- 
tion in which it is, they may become sources 
of very considerable mischief should it re- 
cover its tone. As the proximate cause con- 
sists in sanguineous congestion, venesection 
appears to be the next step, and then cold affu- 
sion upon the head, neck, and shoulders, as 
recommended and practised by Dr. Copnanp, 
and others. I remember on one occasion 
being exceedingly strack with the instanta- 
neous effect of cold a‘fusion. A female had 
heen taken into the ward of the Charing- 
Cross Hospital, who had attempted to poison 
herself with landanum. I saw that she was 
marked on my list of patients. I found her 
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in a state of most complete sopor, from which 
it was next to impossible to rouse her. I 
enquired what steps had been taken, and 
learnt that she had been placed in a warm 
bath: ,On expressing my surprise that the 
rule E had always laid down of employing 
the stomach-pump had not been carried into 
ettect, L learnt that that instrument was un- 
fortunately out of order, and could not be 
used. I accordingly went down to inquire 
inte the subject in the board-room, direct- 
ing that in my absence cold water should be 
freely thrown over the head and shoulders. 
I could not have beea away from the bed- 
side mure than ten minutes, and I found 
upon my return that an extraordinary change 
had taken place ; she was perfectly sensible 
of'surrounding objects, and though she re- 
lapsed more than once into the state of sleep, 
she(ivas. roused by the same means, and 
eventually restored to health. It, however, 
happened, that on her recovery she drank 
largely) of gin, became intoxicated, and 
felliprecisely into the same state of sopor, 
although itmust have been upwards of ten 
days simee the complete absence of all the 
symptoms attendant upon the poison. 

Khe possibility of such a return of the 
symptoms has been alluded to by Pyt, and, 
therefore, that they should recur from alco- 
helid)imtoxication, cannot be a matter of any 
véry great.surprize. Diffusible stimuli, cam- 
phor.wther, wine, ammonia, musk, have been 
foqnd: serviceable, It is desirable to keep 
up: Muscular, motion, and to prevent sopor 
by applying external stimulants. In some 
desperate cases the injection of tartrate of 
antumony inte the veins, or into the rectum, 
has been: tried: with success. 

Ais to the theory of the action of opium on 
the.system, many attempts have been made 
toexplain it satisfactorily: some, like the 
Abbé Fostanajcbelicve it to arise from a 
change in-the mass of blood producing a 
higher,;degree»,of; vitality. Bauruazar, 
Traaases,'Drs: Brown, and others, ascribe 
albita effects :to its possession of a peculiar 
power, of stimulating the living principle, 
opdctiag mpon the excitability of the sys- 
tems: o\GULAEN considered it merely as a 
sadativey: but confesses the difficulty that 
attemls upon such an explanation. Haier 
attributes \to:it'a power over the muscular 
fibre, aswell asupon the circulation. Bar- 
BIER, Acipert, Nysten, Merar, Orria, as- 
cribe to opium a power of debilitating the 
cutaneous capillary vessels ; in consequence 
of, their atony their contracting and impel- 
ling power is so lost, that the blood satag- 
nates in those vessels, whilst the heart re- 
deubles its efforts to overcome that impedi- 
ment. In the midst of such conflicting views 
it.és very difficult to select for your judg- 
mpnt thatwhich best accounts for the phe- 
nomen (which result from this drug. It 
appears. that the fluidity of the blood is in- 
creased ‘whea:opium has been taken, but 





whether this is dependent upon some change 
produced by ‘the drug, or whether it is from 
the excitement of the heart, or from the cir- 
culation through the brain, that the blood 
has acquired this unwonted fluidity, is very 
diffieult to judge. Every circumstance with 
which we are acquainted fully proves, that 
the determination of blood to the brain is 
excessive, and those who believe that organ 
to preside over the powers of life, an’ to be 
the seat of intellectual vigour, ascribe to the 
stimulus of the opium acting apon the biood, 
and determining to the most miuute capillary 
vessels, the extraordinary changes im the 
exercise of the faculties and the powers of 
the mind that occur. This‘is a question 
which is always approached’ with » the 
greatest doubt, and with feelings of the 
utter incapacity of man to: unravel the hid. 
den mystery which surrounds every part of 
this deeply interesting’ subject, ree 
as it does, intellectual development. 

one which, in the darker ages, sadlecopios 
were forbad to inquire into, by the supersti- 
tion and bigotry of the few; but in these 
days we feel that, with the most profound 
veneration of that great Creator of all those 
wonders by which we are surrounded, ‘it 
is not contrary to his sacred laws ‘thatwe 
should explore all his works; and thus our 
admiration and our adoration be hourly in- 
creased. 

There are some instances in which very 
peculiar effects are prodaced: by opium, and 
which are ascribed to some unwonted state 
of the body, or to idiosyneracy ; thas, I am 
acquainted with a physician in London, w 
on taking it, although im a very minute qwan- 
tity, will have over the surface ofthe body 
a scarlet efloresvence ; and Dhave attended 
a lady whose skin is affected with the most 
disagreeable tingling, and an insupportable 
itehing, from the same cause; and many 
similar affections oveur in different indivi- 
duals, which preelude the possibility of ad- 
ministering it. In some cases the exhibition 
of a purgative will remove any difficulties 
that would otherwise present themselves. 
The combination with other narcotics, too, 
occasionally gives rise to symptoms which, 
when this drug is given alone, do not occur. 
United with belladonna, it is apt to produce 
confused vision, double sight, and seme- 
times disagreeable hallucinations ; with eo- 
nium, or hemlock, it is also the cause ef 
some cerebral affection ; but with hyescy- 
amus, or henbane, it is united without appa- 
rently exerting any but its proper influence; 
hence they are not unfrequently prescribed 
together, and generally with advantage. 
United with soap, it may very properly be 
administered, and its solubility appears te 
be somewhat increased. As it is ordered in 


the pharmacoporia under the name of pilute 
saponis cum opio, it is frequently prescribed 
where it is necessary to disguise from the 
patient the peculiar odour and taste: the 
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direction is to take, of hard opium, powder- 
ed, half an ounce; hard soap, twe ounces ; 
beat them together in a uniform mass; as 
five grains of this mass contain one of opium, 
the usual dose is five grains, and a pill 
should rarely weigh more than that quan- 
tity. There is a good formula in the Edin- 
burgh Pharmacopoeia, called opiate piluli, 
or thebaiex, in which the drug is concealed 
by extract of liquorice and pimente berries, 
of which tive grains contain half a grain of 
opium ; and the Dublin Pharmacopocia dis- 
guises it by puritied storax and saflron, in 
a pill called pilule e styrace, five grains 
containing one grain of the drug. The Paris 
Dispensatory bas a recipe for pilule cyno- 
gloss, which contains opium and the seeds 
of hyoseyamus, nine grains containing one 
of opium. »The great advantage of being 
aware of these formula is, that you may be 
enabled to: prescribe the compounds either 
of the Edinburgh or Dublio Pharmacopeeias, 
as they are realily made up by the druggist, 
whenever: any difficulty arises in ordering 
the pilule saponis.cum opio, fer sometimes 
you will find it necessary to conceal from 
your patient that you are exhibiting this re- 
medy, |Marious are the objections which 
you will hear-occasionally raised against it, 
and sometimes they are of so very trifling a 
nature,:that it becomes your duty not to 
listen to them. It, however, sometimes dues 
ocenr; that a patient. has, from experieuce, 
found bad: effects from the drug, and is fear- 
ful ef theirrecurrence ; you must, therefore, 
form your judgment from duly weighing all 
cipedmstances! -Theconfectio opii is a sub- 
stitute-for the mithridate of the vld pharma- 
copecias, and. is formed of hard opium pow- 
dered, six drachins; long-pepper, one ounce ; 
ginger-root, two ounces; carraway-seeds, 
three ‘ownees; syrup, one pint; rub the 
opiam. with the syrup made hot, then add 
the opium, the effects of which are some- 
what diminished by the aromatics, as a sed- 
ative, but are increased as astimulaat. Un- 
der this form it has been preferred by some 
whe ave become habituated in this country 
to its intoxicating influence. 

Let me now direct your attention to the 
employment of opiuin in the various diseases 
im which it can with every prospect of 
success be administered. In those states to 
whieh the name of fever is given, from the 
alteration which takes place in the natural 
heat of the human body, great caution is 
necessary as to the stage, the symptoms, 
the form, and the previous treatment of 
the disease, Although the great division 
of continued fevers into inflammatory, aud 
low fevers, or, as they are scientifically 
termed, into synochus and typhus, must be 
acknowledged to be perfectly correct, as 
they, are found to be prevailing in all 
countries, and amongst all people, still 
almost every continued fever is ushered in 
by some inflammatory symptoms, although 
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they may be so slight and transient as to 
be'scarcely perceptible, and likewise almost 
every fever has at its termination some 
marks of debility. That both these forms 
have become in this country, either by the 
more immediate recourse to medical assist- 
ance, or by an improvement of the habits of 
life, much milder, and much less fatal, the 
records of our art, as handed down to us by 
the most experienced men, completely prove. 
The practice of immediate blood-letting, so 
much extolled by our predecessors, at the 
onset of inflammatory fever, is abandoned 
upon the authority of all the greatest men 
of our time, and that which more immedi- 
ately preceded it. The late professor in 
the chair of physic in Edinburgh, to whom 
the greater number of the enlightened 
physicians of the present day owe much of 
their practical knowledge, 1 mean Dr. 
Grecory, used to state in his lectures, and 
he sanctioned the publication of some aetes 
which contained this opinion, “ that he was 
convinced more and more every day of the 
general inutility of bleod-letting in com 
tinued fever; though it might oecasionally 
be necessary when the inflammatery symp- 
toms were very high, such symptoms were 
very soon succeeded by great. debility, 
which this evacuation always rendered more 
dangerous. He had sometimes been led to 
employ it, from the apparent urgency of 
these symptoms, but had often occasion to 
regret it afterwards. A complete revolution,” 
he adds, “ seems to have taken place in this 
respect, especially amongst practitioners 
here. A candid old gentleman confessed to 
me that he does not employ the remedy now 
above once for thirty times he did formerly.” 
In most large towns this opinion is decidedly 
prevalent, Dr. CLiark of Neweastle, and 
others, concur in expressing it; it is not the 
same, however, in the country, or in the 
army and the navy, where the constitutions 
of individuals are much more robust, and 
inflammatory symptoms are much more 
likely to exhibit themselves in their most 
acute form. Even in this great metropolis, 
the physician must be struck with the 
different appearances of fever, in different 
districts ; thus, the diseases that presented 
themselves to me, at the Marylebone Ge- 
neral Dispensary, were generally mach 
more acute, and the inflammatory symptoms 
much more prevalent, than those which I 
attended at the Charing-Cross Hospital, for 
the patients in the former instance tived in 
larger houses, on fuller diet, and in more 
open streets, than those who, coming from a 
closely-peopled neighbourhood, near the 
river and its fogs, were in a much more 
debilitated state. The low fever, or typhus, 
which, from the excessive havoc it com- 
mitted, was formerly so much dreaded, and 
was called malignant, putrid, pestilential, 
has lest much of its virulence in these days, 
and we scarcely ever see cases marked 
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with those dreadfal symptoms we find men- developed during the period that the nervous 


tioned formerly ; much of this is owing to | system has lost its equilibrium, that which 
personal cleanliness, and to the state of our| is only a symptom is treated as a cause ; 
apartments and houses. Such was the and hence a loose, vague, and mischievous 
dreadful neglect of attention to dress, in the | practice arises; one particular organ excites 
days of the Srvarrs, that artificial odours | al! the attention, the disease is treated pro- 
were absolutely necessary for every person | bably as if seated in that partieular organ, 


going into society ; perfumed bags and 
pillows, scented gloves, which breathed 
forth rue, rosemary, cedar, end ciunamon, 
were obliged to be worn. The description 
of the celebrated Prince of Conner, with 
his uncombed hair, and untied cravat, and 
accumulated dirt, is read with astonishment 
in the present age. The floors of the rooms 
were never waslied, they were generally 
strewed with rushes, which were seldom 


removed; tapestry covered with the dust of 


ages, filthy canopies, hangings inaccessible 
to purification, were all food for typhus 
fever, whilst the little narrow gothic win- 
dows searcely allowed a breath of air, or 
the light of day, to restore healthy circula- 
tion to the confined space. 

In the first days of inflammatory fever 
opium is not to be administered, although 
various symptoms may present themselves 
which might almost tempt even the wary 
practitioner to employ it; in the beginning, 
the increase, or the height, of this disease, 
this medicine is only calculate! to do mis- 
chief ; it must then be combatted by antiphlo- 
gistic means, by emetics, by purgatives, 
by diaphoretics; before the twelfth day it 
should not be administered, and that is the 
earliest period at which, from the concurrent 
testimony of the greatest of our authorities, 
that it can be employed. The various 
theories that have been advanced to account 
for fever, have in many insiances led to 
much mischief, and have caused us to 
abandon the cautious but successful prac- 
tice of these who have preceded us, and 

bably, alse, “* pressure from without” 

had considerable influence. The peo- 
ple of this country are very anxious for 
quick results, they vibrate between a love 
of taking physic, and a dread of its effects ; 
‘when they are in health, they are constantly 
quacking themselves, and when they are 
ill, they are afraid of the remedics that are 
of the greatest service to them, and more 
particularly if they require time to produce 
their effects. Hence they are likely to be 
imposed upon by the ignorent pretender to 
science, and to annoy their well-informed 
medical attendant by their preposterous ex- 
pectations. To watch a fever, and to assisi 
the efforts of nature, is seldom permitted, so 
that, in the greater number of cases, that 
which would be what our forefathers called 
a pure fever, is complicated with a variety 
of morbid affections, and hence spring up 
gustric, gastro-enteric, pulmonic, cephalic, 
hepatic, or cardiac fever, and thus, merely 
because one organ of the human body has 
some predisposition to disease, which is 


land the real fever is considered as symp- 
ltomatic. The violent head-ach, and the 
delirium of fever, for which an opiate is, 
about the fourteenth day almost a specific, 
|are often considered as an affection of the 
| brain, and blistering and bleeding are often 
| had recourse to, though these symptoms are 
connected with general debility, requiring 
opposite treatment ; the cough that some- 
times accompanies the whole course of con- 
tinued fever is often supposed to indicate 
pulmonic disease, aud in some imstances 
has, from the expectoration that with diffi- 
culty is brought up in consequence of 
weakness, been pronounced to be a proof of 
phthisis pulmonalis. For this cough, in the 
latter stage, a few drops of Jaudanum, in 
almond emulsion, act as a charm, whilst 
at the commencement it és high!yv prejudicial. 
The want of sleep, as well as the delirium 
in the commencement, calls for no opiate, 
and need not be a subject of much anxiety, 
but as soon as the bowels have been un- 
loaded, and the first period has passed, it 
may be administered; previous te this, 
linen dipt in rose-water, applied as Sypen- 
HAM has prescribed, “‘ cold to the forehead 
and temples, will prove of greater service 
than any opiate.” If emetics ‘have not 
been given early in continued fever, par- 
ticularly where vomiting has oecurred, 
diarrhoea supervenes, and then the greatest 
discrimination is necessary in the adminis- 
tration of opium, and I confess that I have 
felt much uncertainty in numerous cases 
that I have attended in hospital practice. 

A number of patients come into a hospital 
in the last stage of fever, and diarrhoea is 
one of the most common symptoms, of course 
betokening the greatest debility. These 
cases have been variously treated, accord- 
ing to the best judgment of different indi- 
viduals, with whom there is no opportunity 
of conference to learn what the early symp- 
toms were, or what has been the practice 
pursued, and hence the physician is at seme 
loss to form his judgment whether to check 
the diarrhoea, ur to consider it a critical 
evacuation; and, again, another considera- 
tion is, whether by so checking it we pre- 
vent the natural secretion from the jatestinal 
eanal. In the greater number of imstances, I 
believe that opium, propertly given, that is, 
in small doses, in tincture, or ian wine, and 
often repeated, is the sufest and most judi- 
cious plan to pursue. When tremors and 
subsultus tendinum are present, they indi- 
cate a state of extreme debility, aad reqaire 
the use of wine freely, and lurce doses of 
opium, often repeated ; as soun as the dose 
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has lost its influence, another of equal mag- 
nitade must be given. In general, the 
patient bears a full dose at once, in this 
state, better than the smaller quantity, which 
1 would recommend to check diarrhoca. If 
the heat of the body be much above 98, 
which may be considered the natural tem- 
perature (and the best mode of ascertaining 
it precisely is by placing the bulb of a 
small thermometer under the tongue), or if 
the skin be dry, opium will not produce that 
effect which is so desirable in fever, and in 
most instances will rather tend to increase 
the heat, the agitation, and the restlessness. 
This may oftentbe obviated by gently spong- 
ing the body with weak vinegar and water, 
from which the chill has been taken, caution 
being used to prevent any exposure of the 
body too suddenly to cold; by such means 
the heat of the surface will be diminished, 
the skin become moist, and a gentile per- 
spiration be excited, and Dr. Currir even 
advises, ‘+ after opium has been exhibited, 
when the inordinate heat p:events its seda- 
tive operation, to use the tepid or cold affu- 
sion, which will be found safe and salu- 
tary.” I may observe to you, that the sti- 
mulus of heat on the surface of the body 
will, in a vast number of diseases, prevent 
the effect of opium as a sedative, and thus, 
often, in the evening, during the exacerbation 
of fever, it will prove injurious, whilst it 
may most successfully be given at two or 
three im the morning, after the patient has 
lost some of the heat of surface; the sude- 
rific effect of opium is then perceptible ; the 
compound for which Dr. Dover, a singular 
specimen of the half-quack, half-physician, 
has been celebrated,—the pulvis ipecacu- 
ana compositus,—in the dose of ten grains, 
containing one of opium, one of ipecacuana, 
and eight of sulphate of potash, mixed to- 
gether, is, as a diaphoretic, of the greatest 
value. A moist tongue is absolutely neces- 
sary for the exhibition of opium, and more 
especially in its solid form ; and therefore 
when we pereeive,as is often the case in 
the last stages of continned fever, that it is 
dried and glazed, we cannot expect to de- 

rive any advantage from its employment; 
indeed, in that state of tongue, under almost 
all circumstances, it is contraindicated, ex- 
cepting where any haemorrhages, or fluxes 
of blood, eccur, for during those states of 
body we are often obliged to have recourse 
to an opiate, and we find that the state o 

the tongue need not influence us inany way 

in its exhibition. 

In typhus fever, where the system must 
be supported, wine is the best diffusible 
stimulas,and, combined with it, cinchona ; 
the next is epium, but to aid and increase 
its effects, ether, camphor, ammonia, aod 
the diffusible stimuli, must be added. 

The ancients seem to have had recourse 
to opium ip intermittent fever, and Gaten, 


THERAPEUTIC EFFECTS OF OPIUM. 





experience of its good effects. ALEXANDER 
TRACEIAN recommends it in quartans; cer- 
tainly the moderns have with great exact- 
ness marked the period at which it is given 
with decided success, namely, about two 
hours before the expected paroxysm, and 
again just as the hot stage comes on; but 
this mode of practice has been the result of 
much consideration and of protracted dis- 
cussion, in which Dr. Lino, M. Ducuanoy, 
Bercexcr, and Dr. Trorrer, assisted by their 
experience and observation. The use, how- 
ever, of bark and of sulphate of quinine is 
so general, that opium is less required now 
than it formerly was; but the administra- 
tion of ten minims of the tinctura opii, 
half a drachm of spiritus ewtheris n.trici, in 
an ounce of mistura camphorata, about two 
hours before the expected paroxysm, and 
again repeated just as the hot stage com- 
mences, will generally prevent the advance 
of the paroxysm, or render it much milder 
or shorter. Thus it becomes a most im- 
portant auxiliary to bark, and where that 
valuable febrifuge cannot be taken, it may 
prove successful alone. 

In the class of diseases called inflamma- 
tions, or phlegmasie, great caution is always 
necessary in the employment of opium. To 
lay down, as some writers bave done, a 
general rule that it is very prejudicial, is 
at once unscientific, and contrary to the opi- 
nion of some very acute and ablemen. Dr. 
ARMSTRONG, in the first volume of the Tran- 
sactions of the Associated Apothecaries of 
England, has discussed this subject, and 
described his own practice ; his views have 
excited some attention, and he has found 
many followers. He was aceustomed, in 
acute inflammation of the peritoneal coat of 
the stomach, to see the patient bled to com- 
plete relaxation, or syncope, and on his re- 
covery from that state to administer at least 
three grains of opium, in the form of soft 
pill. He visited his patient four hours after ; 
if pain existed on pressure on the abdomen, 
with a hot skin, a quick, jerking pulse, he 
repeated the bleeding im the same decisive 
manner, and then prescribed two grains of 
opium, and four of calomel. He states that 
after this treatment refreshing sleep and free 
perspiration portend the recovery ; where 
these do not occur, a third venesection, with 
one grain of opium, and two of calomel, he 
thinks necessary. Dr. Graves, in the Dublin 
Journal, has given some observations on the 
use of opium in inflammatory disease, and 
more especially abdominal phlegmasie. 
All these who have employed opium in 
these diseases have generally recommended 
previous bloodletting to a considerable ex- 
tent, and, certainly, it is only where this has 
been judiciously carried into effect that any 
success has attended it. The secretions are 
too often locked up by its use, and, besides, 
the disease is masked, and sometimes pro- 





when discussing theriaca, speaks of his own 





ceeds to a fatal and unex pected end. 








428 DR. WALLACE’S CLINICAL ILLUSTRATION OF 


CLINICAL 
LECTURES AND REMARKS, 
DELIVERED ON 
DISEASES OF THE SKIN, VENEREAL 
DISEASES, AND 
SURGICAL CASES, 
AT TRE 


SKIN INFIRWARY, AND AT THE JERVIS- 
STREET HOSPITAL, DUBLIN. 


By Dr. WALLACE, 
SURGEON TO THOSE INSTITUTIONS. 





GentTLeMeN :—I propose to commence this 
morning a review of the cases of venereal 
disease which you have seen treated. For 
this’ I have hitherto been preparing you by 
the lectures which I have delivered on 
syphilis ; and I hope that you will now be 
able to accompany me with advantage and 
pleasare. 

THE FIRST CASE 

to which I wish to direct your attention is 
that of —— Tromas; it was one full of in- 
terest ; it belonged, according to the arrange- 
ment whieh I have adopted, to the pustular 
group of venereal eruptions. Here is a 
drawing, which represents the state of the 
skin when he first presented himself to your 
observation. Does it not recall vividly to 
your recollection his general appearance ? 
It is, like all the productions of the same 
artist, an admirable drawing. With the as- 
sistance of it, and of the notes taken during 
the treatment, I shall endeavour to bring all 
the particulars of this important case before 
your mind's eye 

The most vonbrhable, though not the only 
symptom under which this patient laboured, 
when he first applied, was 


The Eruption. 


His face, you remember, was covered with 
it; nor can you have forgotten the worn- 
looking, the sallow, the greasy aspect of his 
countenance, the fanguor of his pallid, sun- 
ken eye, the lank and moist appearance of 
his hair; in short, the strongly- marked sy- 
philitic hectic which his physiognomy pre- 
sented, and which would scarcely have left 
a doubt on one’s mind of the nature of the 
case, even if there had not existed any other 
symptoms of the disease. But his face was 
not the only part affected by the eruption ; 
it was scattered over the entire surface of 
the body ; in greater quantity, however, on 
the face, thorax, and abdomen, than on the 
limbs. 

You remember that the spots which com- 
posed it presented a great variety of ap- 
pearanices. ‘This, you know, is very gene- 


rally the case in venereal eruptions, and 





depends, in @ great measure, on the facts, 
that the spots come out in succession, and 
that the character of each varies according 
to its age or ‘stage. I find, from the case. 
book, that I arranged auder'a limited num- 
ber of heads, all the appearantes which these 
spots presented. Thus,— 

Ist. The smullest spots noted’ were red- 
dish-brown solid elevations, each about the 
size of swan-shot, more or less rounded, and 
smooth on their surface. These were’ inci- 
pient pustules, 

2ndly. There were similar spots fyou see 
them here depicted) which had ‘a’ scaling 
surface. These seemed to be fading off, and 
the patient himself observed that they were 
spots which were “ dying, whieh had not 
come to a head.” ‘These were abortive pus- 
tules. 

Sdly. There were’ other’ ‘moére elevated 
spots, as you yp ~ ee the drawing, 
which presented a white top, or » Sur- 
rounded by a narrow * he fb areola. 
Upon removing the top, or Cuticle, covering 
the centre of these spots, a drop of purulent 
matter was mr and ‘2’ small super- 
ficial ulcer expo These were fally-de- 
veloped pustules. 

athty. The next spots in order of’ size, 
were such as are here depicted. They pre- 
sent, you may remark, in the centre ‘of the 
white portion of their surface, stall, 
flat scabs; each little scab being suttuunided 
by a narrow white circle, ‘or ‘Tite, and ’ this 
by a brownish red, termed areola. Now, 
these were pustules passifig into the state 
of scabbing. You remember, that T took ‘the 
opportunity of demonstrating to’ you,’ that 
the little scab im the centre of these pustules 
covered a small, yet excavated ulcer; ‘and 
that the white line surrounding the stab was 
formed by a lardaceous and pulpy sub- 
stance, and not, as would seem on a super- 
ficial view, by purulent matter; and when 
you watched fora day the progress of any 
of these spots, it was evident that this white, 
or lardaceous substance, was not, as some 
persons believe, a lymph-like deposit on the 
diseased surface, but the original organic 
texture, or skin, itself, changed into a pecu- 
liar state, preparatory to its softening, and 
subsequent liquefaction, and removal. You 
saw that the cutaneous texture at the cir- 
cumference of the pustule first became red, 
or inflamed, and then white, or lardaceous- 
looking, and afterwards that it melted down 
into a liquid ; in fact, you had, om this'oc- 
casion as on many others, a demonstration 
of the correctness of the opinion first ad- 
vanced by me, and subsequently advocated 
by Lisrranc, in France, and Aston’ KEY, in 
London, that ulceration is a process of soft- 
ening, and subsequent liquefaction, and that 
to this is owing the loss of sabstatice which 
constitates an ulcer, and not, as Mr. Henrer 
and his followers affirm, to the action of the 
absorbents. 











A PUSTULAR GROUP OF VENEREAL ERUPTIONS. 


Sthly. There were, other. spots, a little 
further advanced than those which I have 
just described, The crusts covering these 
were darker and more depressed ; they were 
even a little sunk, particularly at their cir- 
cumference. Some of them were irregular 
in their form; others, though small, seemed 
to be composed of concentric circles. The 
white line, at the circumference of these 
crusts. was smaller, or less obvious, accord- 
ing as, the crusts were larger. When we 
examined these crusts, I demonstrated to 
you, that.those formed of concentric circles 
were produced by the induration or dessica- 
tion of the white lardaceous matter, or orga- 
nic structurey in. progress to liquefaction, 
which, in,anjearlier stage, formed the white 
line at their circumference, and not like the 
irregular crusts of indurated discharge. I 
have already, dwelt on this subject, when 
speaking,.in a. general. manner, of the pus- 
tular..venereal .eruptions, and will again 
return to. it when.I shall have to speak of 
some cases in which the limpet crust was 
fully. devel ; for that is the name by 
which this description of crust is generally 
designated... The -brown areola sur- 
rounding these spots had become very tumid ; 
it was raised so.as to form a ring. Several 


of them, were , desquamating ; and let me 
here remark, that. this tumid and desqua- 
mating state of the border, or areola, of 
encrusted venereal pustules, always marks 
the commencement, in the subjacent ulcer, of 
the processof granulation ; and you may 


remember that when we removed the crusts 
from some,.of these spots, although the 
uleers, exposed. were excavated, or cupped, 
with a whiteer lardaceous surface, we foand 
that granulations were shooting through the 
white. matter. which coyered the centre of 
the ulcerated surface. 

Gthly. There were other encrusted spots 
[you see some of them here delineated] 
which had still darker crusts; the white 
circle bad disappeared at the circumference 
of these... Their areola, which presented a 
shrivelled aspeet, had shrunk, and were 
scaling in circles... In some the scab had 
become loose atits circumference, and could 
po | be, removed, exposing a depressed, 
purplish, cicatrix, These were pustuleg 
which had spontaneously cicatrized under 
their crusts, or in which the process of cica- 
trization, was rapidly advancing. 

7thly..'The largest spots were such as are 
here represented ; they had thrown off their 
crusts, and bad formed open ulcers, which 
yaried- ia size from that of the end of the 
little finger to that of a farthing ; the largest 
was seated.over the inferior angle of the 
right scapula, .These ulcers, which were 
five exsix in number, were either of arounded 
or an oyal farm. Their colour was whitish, or 
lardaceous-looking, In the centre of several 
there were. healthy granulations sprouting 





up, and this was the case in some, alibough 


the process of ulceration was extending at 
their circumference. The borders of these 
ulcers were, in general, oblique, and pre- 
sented numerous minute whitish eminences, 
of the size of pins’ heads, which gave to them 
a nibbled or slightly serrated appearance. 
Their' edges were semi-trausparent and 
sharp; their areola-were very narrow ; they 
were only red margins, and those margins 
were not so tumid, mor'so hard; as those 
which surrounded the smaller spots ; in fact, 
they had precisely the appearance which 
you might suppose would be produced by 
the removal of the half of their breadth, the 
remainder continuing to surround the ulcer. 
The rounded, or annular border, was, as it 
were, half removed, and the other half 
thereby converted into a rim, or wedge- 
shaped boundary, the edge of which formed 
the edge of the ulcer. 

I have further noted, that his hair had 
got weak and thin, and that there were crusts 
interspersed among it. In fact, there was 
not a region of the whole cutaneous surface, 
with the exception of the palms of the hands 
and the soles of the feet, which was aot, 
more or less, affected by the eruption. 

He reported that the larger encrusted 
spots and ulcers were at all times sore, and 
that during the night they were very painful. 
He added, that when he moved any part on 
which they were seated, a sensation was 
produced as if his skin was cutting or 
tearing. 

Such, then, was the state of this man’s 
skin. It afforded you an admirable. oppor- 
tunity of studying the constitutional syphi- 
litic pustule in all its phases, from its origin 
to its termination. Compare the appearances 
which it exhibited in this case with the 
account I have already given you of it, when 
speaking of the pustular venereal eruption. 
If you have made your eye familiar with its 
character, as presented in this case, yeu can 
never forget them: one case acourately noted 
is worth a thousand loosely observed. Let 
us now consider what were 


The Collateral Symptoms, 


or those which accompanied the eruption, 
Do you remember the state of his throat? 
I have noted the existence, on his right ton- 
sil, of two ulcers, separated from each other 
by a narrow red line. These ulcers were 
deeply excavated, of a whitish colour, hay- 
ing a sharp edge, surrounded by an inflam- 
matory blush. I have also noted the ex- 
istence of a smaller ulcer of the same cha- 
racter on the opposite tonsil, You had an 
opportunity of remarking a striking resem- 
blance between the ulcers on the tonsils and 
those on the skin, This is, you know, only 
what you should expect, considering the 
analogy which exists between the structure 
of the mucous and cutaneous surfaces ; and 
considering that these ulcers.on the mucous 
surfaces, commence ip pustules like the 





ulcers on the cutaneous surfaces. They are, 
in fact, simply, eruptive spots on the mucous 
surfaces. He complained of great pain in 
his throat and ears when he swallowed, or 
coughed, or spoke, or when he wished to 
discharge his saliva, but not at other times ; 
that is, the ulcers did not pain him, unless 
when the parts upon which they were seated 
were thrown into motion. His powers of 
hearing were impaired, owing, most pro- 
bably, to the influence which the ulcers in 
his throat exercised on the eustachian tube. 
In addition to the ulcers in his throat, he 
had other less-defined collateral symptoms, 
I have already described to you the appear- 
ance of his countenance. He had pains in 
his shoulders, more severe in his right shoul- 
der, an oppression in his breathing, a soreness 
in his abdomen, extending into his groins, 
particularly troublesome when he stood, 
after sitting for some time. From this sore- 
ness he was unable to stand up straight, or 
to cough freely. His pulse was small, 
feeble, tremulous, and upwards of 120. His 
tongue white. He had copious night per- 
spirations, and at the approach of evening 
all his symptoms became worse, and his 
joints got stiff and sore. To use his own 
words, he was “ greatly reduced. During 
the day he was without spirit or life, and 
at night dead and heavy.” What was the 


History of the Case 


of this patient ?, How long had this eruption 
been in existence, when he first applied? 
From the namber and size of the spots and 
ulcers, as well as from his very worn state, 
it was reasonable to conjecture that it was 
of long standing, yet he affirmed that only 
three weeks had elapsed since it commenced 
on his chest, in the form of small red spots. 
You remember that hé said, that on the day 
on which he first observed it he was bathing 
im the sea; that on the evening of that day 
he felt better than usual, and freer than he 
had been for some time from pains in his 
shoulders, and from languor, and that gene- 
ral state of indisposition of which he still 
complained. He stated that since that pe- 
riod the different spots had appeared in suc- 
cession, each day adding two or three fresh 
ones to those already in existence. 

Do you remember the more early history 
which he gave us of his case, and the obser- 
vations which I made respecting the nature 
of the primary symptoms?’ I will read you 
what I have noted on these points; it will 
bring them to your recollection :— 

“ This man was, about eighteen months 
ago, under my care as a dispeasary patient. 
He had then, I distinctly remember, a pus- 
tular ulcer on the inner surface of the pre- 
puce. It was treated with the nitrate of 


silver. He was discharged for irregularity, 
and he says he subsequently went to Fleet- 
street Di » where he got medicine 
which made his mouth sore, and his com- 





DR. WALLACE’S CLINICAL ILLUSTRATION OF 


plaints got well. He admits, however, that 
the sore on his penis was not quite healed at 
any time since he first contracted it ; and at 
this moment his prepuce is partially thick- 
ened and uleerated. After his attendance 
at Fleet-street, he remained, he says, toler- 
ably well for nine months, when he was 
attacked by pains in his shoulders and 
knees, elbows and wrists, and the middle of 
his arms, which were considered rheumatie, 
For these he was received into a medical 
hospital, and while in that hospital some 
spots appeared on his skin, which, he re- 
marks, were called a papular eruption. He 
remained in the hospital nearly. two months, 
took medicine, after the eruption appeared, 
which, according to his aecount, was mer- 
cury, for it made his mouth sore, and was dis- 
charged in September, 1835, pretty well, but 
not strong. He passed the winter tolerably, 
complaining, however, of an oppressed state 
of breathing ; to use his own words, he had 
‘a draw in his heart, and general delicacy 
of health.’” 

The eruption under which he laboured 
when he came under your observation was 
not, therefore, it appears, the first crop which 
had followed his primary symptoms. 
described the previous occurrence of another 
crop. This 


Earlier Eruption 


must, however, have been milder than that 
which existed when he came before yoo. 
You may remember that in a former’lecture 
I remarked, that it was by no means unusual 
to observe more than one crop of eruption 
to follow from the same infection. also 
told you that the severity or the mildness of 
the successive crops was determined by the 
mode of living of the patient, and by the 
manner in which he was medically treated ; 
you will not, therefore, wonder, that in a 
case like the present, where the patient was 
most irregular in his habits, the subsequent 
eruption should be mach more severe thaa 
the original. 

In this case the eruption which you saw 
was pustular, and was preceded by the pus- 
tular primary symptoms. I have already 
made you acquainted with my observations 
on this subject; but the first crop of erup- 
tion which the patient had appears to have 
been papular, and the papular eruption you 
have been taught to consider as one of the 
examthematic group of sympioms.. This 
case, therefore, seems to be at variance with 
the views which I formerly developed to 
you. Notso, however, whea the facts are 
closely examiued. I must here warn you 
against the imaccurate language employed 
by persons who are net well acquainted 
with the definitions of the terms that denote 
the elements of the pathological state of the 
skin. You will, for example, very generally 
find, that the minute syphilitic pustule is 
named by those who should certainly know 
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better, a papule, and such venereal erup- 
tions as are composed of pustules of a small 
size are almost uniformly called by these 
persons a papular eruption. This is a mis- 
take of some moment. It leads to the con- 
founding of venereal eruptions, which I have 
proved.to proceed from totally distinct modi- 
fications of the venereal poison. To a super- 
ficial observer the minute pustule and papule 
seem very like; but, like as they may be, 
I trust, after what I have said to you, and 
what I have demonstrated to you, over and 
over again, in former lectures, I trust, I say, 
that you will not fall into the blunder of con- 
founding them, Now, there can be no 
doubt but that the early eruption under 
which this patient laboured, although he 
says it was papular, and I am sure 
he speaks truly the language which he heard, 
was the small pustular eruption, and not the 
papular, In short, we found on the surface 
of his skin those minute cicatrixes which 
follow the small pustular eruption, and 
which, consequently, demonstrated the na- 
ture of the eruption. This case was, there- 
fore, an example of two crops of the pustular 
eruption,—the consequence of a mistreated 
pustular primary sore; and we found, as 
almost uniformly occurs under analogous 
circumstances, that the subsequent eruption 
was more severe than the first. 

Such, Gentlemen, was the state of Taomas 
when he applied to us ; and such was, as far 
as we could ascertain, the history of his dis- 
ease. Let us now consider 


The Treatment 


which we adopted. What was it? We em- 
ployed the hydriodate of potash. To the 
use of this medicine I was prompted by two 
considerations,—Virst, The patient had been 
already treated, in vain, by mercury. He 
had used that remedy, most probably, ina 
very injudicions manner; but whether so or 
not, his having used it, and its use having 
failed to remove the discase, formed a great 
objection to our again having recourse to it. 
Secondly, His was precisely one of those 
cases of venereal eruption in which I have 
found the hydriodate of potash to act in the 
most beneficial manner. 
therefore, ordered for him, and he was direct- 
ed to take it in the dose and manner com- 
monly prescribed by me.“ The ulcers were 
covered with adhesive plaister, but the other 
spots were left without any topical applica- 
tion. 

On the fifth day after commencing the 
hydriodate, I find it noted—* The eruption, 
on the whole, may be said to be much better; 
there are no fresh spots, and the margins, 
or areole, of those which exist have become 
less taumid, or flatter. The ulcerated sur- 
faces appear more superficial, particularly 








* On this subject, see Dr. Wallace’s lecture in 
Laneat, No. 656, p. 6.—Ep. L. 


That remedy was, | 





in their centre, owing to the advance which 
the-process of granulation has made. The 
crusts are, in general, drier, and more sunk, 
The pain in his shoulder is a little better, 
He complains of his throat, and the extent 
of the ulcers on the tonsils seems rather in- 
creased. He also complains of the internal 
soreness of his abdomen. His pulse con- 
tiuues frequent and feeble, and his noctur- 
nal perspirations are still profuse. His urine, 
on being tested, was found sufficiently im- 
pregnated with the hydriodate of potash.”* 

Thus, in the space of four days, that is, 
before the patient could have used two 
drachms of the hydriodate of potash, that 
remedy exercised a decided influence on his 
complaint. I did not fail to remark to you 
that some of the symptoms, however, ap- 
peared to yield with more difficulty than 
the others, to the remedy. It was evident 
that the ulcers in his throat were not acted 
on so beneficially as those on his skin. This 
circumstance you have witnessed on other 
oceasions. It is a remarkable fact, to which 
I shall have occasion to direct your attention 
at a future time, that 


All the Symptoms of Syphilis are not equally 
controlled by the Hydriodate of Potash. 


You know, however, that this remedy does 
act, in general, in a most beneficial manner 
on syphilitic ulcers in the throat, although 
its action on them be sometimes slower than 
on some other symptoms of the disease. But 
I shall return to this subject again. 

The next report, which was made on the 
seventh day of treatment, states, “* The erup- 
tion is decidedly improved. The larger 
ulcers are granulating rapidly, and the gra- 
nulations have a more healthy red appear- 
ance. All the crusts, and the tumidity sur- 
rounding them, have shrunk very mach, 
| One fresh pustule has, however, appeared 

on the back of the left forearm, near the 
jelbow. it is a globular yellow eminence, 
| surrounded by an areola. On removing the 
} cuticle covering the yellow part, a drop of 
} purulent matter escaped, and a small ex- 
| cavated ulc er was exposed, the bottom of 
| which was as high as the surrouading skin. 
The alcers on his tonsils seem cleaner ; they 
j have not extended, and their surrounding 
| redness is diminished. He says bis throat 
is betier. His perspirations are less. He 
|seems to think that his pains are worse, 
liis cough is troublesome. He feels weak, 
and is unable to cough, from internal sore- 
ness.” 

Observe that he said that his pains were 
worse. Now, I have had to remark, on 
several occasions, that patients, while taking 
the hydriodate, have complained very much 
of their pains. This symptom has, in fact, 
sometimes appeared to resist the action of 














* Fer the mode of testing urine, see Dr. Wallace's 
lecture in Lancet, Ne. 656, p. 6.—Ep. L. 
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pains must be different on these two occa- 
sions ; but as yet Ff have not ascertained 
‘what this difference is, or why, on some 


Is, 
occasions, they yield so readily to the action 
of this médicine, and, on others, seem en- 
tirely, or in part, to resist its action, 

On the twelfth day of treatment I have 
noted :—“ His state is remarkably improved 
in every respect, No new spots have ap- 
peared, and there are scarcely any in which 
ulceration has not ceased. The borders of 
all have sunk to nearly a level with the sur- 
face of the sound skin, The large ulcer at 
the angle of the scapula has filled up toa 
level with the cutaneous surface. The 
ulcers in his throat cannot now be distin- 
guished, their white surface and surround. 
ing redness having disappeared. Says he 

po pain in swallowing. The soreness 
fn his abdomen, and the pains in his limbs, 
are almost quite gone. He finds, however, 
a weakness in his knees when he walks. 
His gessrel appearance of countenance is 
greatly improved,” 

Gentlemen, I remember well, how much 
your interest was at this time roused by this 
case, The strikingly beneficial and rapid 
influence of the hydriodate of potash, attract- 
éd the attention of you all. But the patient 
how ceased to attend the dispensary, and 
I do not forget the disappointment which 
many of you seemed to feel on this occasion. 
To some of you I was indebted for having 
made considerable exertion to find ont 
where he lived, although your endeavours 
were in vain, He had made an incorrect 
return of his residence. The conduct of 
this patient is unfortunately, too often, that 
of dispensary patients. How often are we 
disappointed by losing sight of their cases! 
You should not, however, allow this to lead 
you to attend loosely to them. You may 
turn the irregularity of such patients to a 
very good account, I have often done so, 
particularly during my investigation of the 
venereal disease. There it often happens, 
as.with Tuomas, that venereal patients, 
like other patients, cease to attend after 
they have been treated for some time, and 
after I. have, with much trouble, made 
myself acquainted with, and registered, all 
the details of the disease. But these 
patients often return again at a distant 
jaterval, and I have then a great deal of 
interest excited by them, for I obtain much 
information by investigating the train of 
symptoms which may have set in when 
the disease had been allowed to make pro- 
gress aninflauenced by medicine, or under 
whatever circumstances they may have been 
placed in, I have, in fact, thus acquired a 
sort of know relative to the natural 


history of syphilis, which I could not have 





obtained in any other and which has 
fully repaid me for the aployed in 
the practice ado by me of registeri 
with care such dispensary cases as present 
any thing new or interesting. Hence it 
was, that although you gave up hopes of 
again seeing our patient, you may remember, 
T assured you that, sooner or later, you 
would hear of him, This you know turned 
out to be the fact, and in he came to the 
dispensary on the 39th day after his first 
appearance, that is, after an absence of 
about a month, He was then, indeed, ina 
miserable plight. I will read you the note 
taken of the 


Symptoms of his Relapse :— 
* His aspect is most worn miserable- 
looking. He appears scarcely to walk. 


Has a severe pain in the right knee, which 
he refers more particularly to the outside of 
the joint, and to the bone, His joint is con- 
siderably swelled, its temperature is en- 
creased, and it has & more rounded form 
pas ie oes yim oigte to ph iyeig on 
each side the pate ing fi up, 
parently by a fluid, accum witht 
the synovial capsule. The popliteal space 
of this joint is also fuller, ot more filled up, 
than that of the other knee, .He complains 
of great tenderness on pressure, about, and 
over, the head of the fibula of the same 
limb, but can bear pressure with, the. hai 
on any other part of, or round, the joint, 
complains of much pain in his »W 

the lumbar join the dorsa) vertebra, and 
he seems to have great tenderness .on,pres- 
sure along the spinous processes ia this 
situation. Says he is every where sere, 
particularly in his ‘ heart. and, stomach,’ 
Has so much pain in his. right shoulder, 
that he cannot raise his arm, and there is a 
considerable tenderness felt on pressing 
along the course of the long head of the 
biceps brachii of. the same .limb. He 
becomes, he says, 80, much worse at the 
approach of evening, that he. is. uaable to 
stir. His pains are most severe at night, 
and on gettiag up in the morning, Whea 
in bed he is constantly tossing the swelled 
knee, and the limb is constantly starting, 
He obtains some relief by putting it outside 
the clothes, but ean find little ease in any 
way, and is even unable to turn himself io 
bed, without great distress, He has neo 
pain in his shins. 

“ Fresh pustules are forming on, and:ia 
the vicinity of, some of the old cicatrixex 
The form of these new pustales is moreisphe- 
rical than pointed, Mary of themare migute 
apd superticial, bulbous, or vesicular, dike 
elevations contawming niatter; others | are 
depressed, and encrusted im their maddie, 
and their areole are raised and rounded, 
like those of the spots whieh existed when 
he first applied. Thereare eivatrixes im the 
situations ef many of -the-uleers. whieh he 
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had when formerly in, attendance; the 
colour of all the cicatrixes is very livia ; 
the middle of some of them ate de- 
pressed, and their circumference is raised 
and éncrusted, The crusts do not form acon- 
tinuous circle, but consist of several small 
isolated scabs. The centres of other cicatrixes 
seem raised, and slightly scaly or scabby ; 
and have, from this cause, an appearance of 
re-ulcerating. Under. some of the scabs 
there are small depressed cicatrixes, and 
under others there are small circular 
excavated ulcers. There are several large 
encrusted spots, some Of them are perhaps 
spots which have re-ulcerated. There is a 
remarkable.one oa dhe inside of the right 
forearm, and agother on the outer and upper 
part of the right Jeg. These crusts are of 
n irregular figure, of a dark yellowish- 
brown colour; at their circumference there 
is a white and soft-Tooking circular line, 
and this is surrounded by a gently-raised 
margin. Oh removing a crust seated on the 
cater part of the right leg, below the knee, 
& ldtiated or semicircular ulcer is exposed, 
the central edge of which is convex, and 
the péripheral concave. The latter is sharp 
and “ulcerating, the former is granulating 
and more , so that on the one side the 
ulcer stems ‘extending, while it is healing 
onthe other. His throat is free from ul- 
cération acd soreness. He has no cough, 
His pt ti rd are copious ; has great 
thirst, ularly in the morning. His 
tongtie is White’; complains of a bad taste in 
his niouth}* his “appetite is nevertheless 
tolétabfe } pulse’ upwards of 120. He is 
fatntish an@ inclined to sleep. Bowels con- 
fried. °' He says he continued to improve 
for tén days ‘after he had ceased to attend ; 
he was then seized with pains in his bones, 
and subsequently with the other symptoms, 
of which he now complains. He adds, 
that he wished much to return to the hos- 
[ere ne = te ee remained away until 
e could no longer endure his sufferings.” 
We must now stop, Gentlemen, to note 
several facts of importance, which the 
history of this relapse affords. You were 
much surprised, in the first instance, at the 
rapidity with which the hydriodate of 
potash controlled the symptoms under 
which this man laboured on his first appli- 
cation; and, at his return, you were equally 
surprised’ ‘at the deterioration which the 
omission of his medicine had caused in 
his complaints; or, rather, at the rapidity 
with which they advanced when uncontrolled 
by medicine.. You are not now, however, 
surprised at these occurrences, for you have 
seen, since this case happened, several 
analogous ones. You have had many op- 
ies Of witnessing the rapidity with 
which the -hydriodate of potash acts in 
appropriate cases, and also of the rapidity 
with which the symptoms of the disease 
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A fact which it is important to bear in 
|mind js, that the parts which were in the 
first instance the principal seat of disease, 
were not those which suffered most in the 
relapse. Thus, his throat, which had Leen 
originally. much affected, remained well, 
and very few fresh spots had, made their 
appearance ou his skin. The, affection of 
the skin had, however, deteriorated, and 
you had an opportunity of observing some 
of the laws which regulate the return, or 
the extension, of diseased action in the 
cutaneous tissue under such circumstances ; 
and these [laws are well worth your study, 
Thus, the cicatrixes had all acquired a deep 
livid colour, Some of them had hecome 
tumid, and formed scales, or even crusts; 
that is, they had either re-ulcerated or 
showed a disposition to re-ulcerate, This 
sealing, or scabbing, or re-ulceration, did 
not attack equally, or in the same mapner, 
the whole surface of the cicattixés, Th 
central parts of the greaternumber remaigeé 
depressed, while their borderbecame raised, 
so as to form a kind of ring, and’ $ub- 
sequently encrusted and ulcetated ih point, 
It would thus seem that the parts of the 
surface which had previously been ‘the seat 
of the more intense morbid action, that is, 
the part which had formed the centre of the 
sore, and which had consequently been’ the 
longest in a diseased state, were the slowest 
to re-assume the morbid action. ‘Some 
fresh pustules had also formed, and both 
their mode of arrangement, and their con- 
formation, deserved your attention. They 
were placed either round the old cicatrixes, 
or at their circumference. A few of them 
were seated on their sarfaces. This mode 
of collocation is, no doubt, iltustrative of 
the law to which I have alreatly alltrded, 
viz., that the parts which havé oficé tader- 
gone the diseased action, ‘are’ hot; “com! 
paratively, so prone to re-asstiie ‘ft as 
those in its vicinity. 

You had also an opportunity of noting 
that the pustules had more of the bullous 
or vesicular character than those of ‘thé 
eruption under which he taboured when ‘he 
first applied ; or, in my langaage, that 
exhibited an approach to the exanthtme, 
This, you know, I have often demonstrated 
to you to be a law which the pustules of all 
venereal eruptions follow in their relapses, 
provided the relapses are milder than the 
original eruption. But the prineipal brant 
of the relapse, in the case of THomas, was 
experienced by the fibrous and synovial 
tissues, and when he first applied these 
were scarcely affected. He had, on his 
return, a well marked 


Dropsical Affection of the Right Knee, 
the appearance of which I hope you studied 


with care; and the whole of his febrile 
system seemed to suffer mote’ of less. If 





retura, if it be omitted prematurely. 


any case ever deserved ~~ nameof sy phifitic 
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of its progress. Yet his bones were not 
affected ; he had no approach to the state of 
nodes. What was 


The Treatment adopted for the Relapse? 


There was no good reason to alter the plan 
which we had already found to be so suc- 
cessful; therefore, without delay, he was 
again put under the influence of the hyd. of 
potash, and it again acted, as you know, as 
beneficially as before. 1 will read to you 
the notes taken :— 

On the 47th day, that is,eight daysafter his 
return, it is reported—“ Says his pains are 
a great deal better, and he emphatically 
observes, that he is now able to walk with- 
outa stick, and that last week he could not 
lay a foot on the ground. The swelling of, 
and tenderness on pressing, his right knee 
are nearly gone. 

« The crust has fallen off his right forearm, 
and exposed a perfectly circular ulcer of 
the size of a shilling, having a rounded and 
raised margin, and a red surface, covered 
with tuberculated granulations. Its edge 
is sunk down, or turned in upon its surface, 
and its base is turned and raised. There 
are several other ulcers, from which the 
crusts have separated or are separating, and 
they present the same characters, except 
that the granulations on their surfaces are 
not so tuberculated. A crust has fallen 
from the upper and outer part of the left 
leg, and exposed an ulcer of the size of a 
shilling, in the centre of which is an island 
of skin of the dimensions and form of a 
kidney-bean. The ulcerated surface sur- 
rounding this island is apparently clearing 
itself from an adherent glairy mucus, and 
its margin seems to have been removed by 
uiceration. His perspirations have dimi- 
nished. He is less thirsty. His pulse is 
little more than 100, and neither so small 
nor so weak as it was. His tongue is 
cleaner.” 

The report on the 56th day states, “The 
sore on the right forearm alone remains un- 
healed. It is not, however, half the size 
it was; it is still circular; its rim has 
shrunk ; its surface, which is covered with 
small healthy-looking granulations, is on a 

level with the surrounding skin, and nearly 
on a level with its rim, or margin. The 
cicatrixes, from which the crusts have 
failen, are still of a livid colour, and, in 
general, superiicial; but some are raised, 
sharp at their edge, and covered by a thin 
desquamating skin. Other cicatrixes are 
sunk or grooved at their circumference, and 
raised in the centre. The one on the angle 
of the scapula is traversed in its long axis 
by a ridge, and this is joined on its sides 
obliquely by a number of short ridges. 
Such spots as are still covered by crusts 
are healed under them, and the crusts are 
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rheumatism, it was this case in this stage 


removed. He has no pains, and the swel- 
ing of his knee has quite disappeared. 
Perspirations have ceased. Pulse 98. 
Appetite good. Bowels regular. Tongue 
still loaded, and he says he feels weak and 
nervous.” 

I need not trouble you farther with the 
reports. He continued the hydriodate for 
ten days longer, making, in all, about six 
weeks for the whole time that he was taking 
that medicine. In the last report made it 
is stated that his complexion looks healthy, 
his nervousness has diminished, and his 
appetite is good. He now again ceased to 
attend, and although some months have 
elapsed, I have not since heard of him. 

I must refer the consideration of some 
other cases of this form of pustular eruption 
until we again meet. 





[Our arrangements this week will not 
permit us to insert the Report, entire, with 
which we have been favoured by the Seere- 
taries of the “ Southern Branch of the Pro- 
vincial Medical and Surgical Association,” 
as the document would occupy between 
seven and eight pages of Tue Lancer. We 
therefore present to our readers the follow- 
ing abridgment of the Report, with the re- 
mark, that only expletive portions of the 
speeches have been curtailed. ] 


MEETING AT SOUTHAMPTON 
FOR THE FORMATION OF A 
SOUTHERN BRANCH 
OF THE 


PROVINCIAL MEDICAL AND SUR- 
GICAL ASSOCIATION, 





IN consequence of a requisition, signed by 
about one hundred physicians and surgeons 
practising medicine in the Southern Counties, 
a meeting was held at the Audit-House, 
Southampton, on Tuesday, November 29th, 
for the purpose of organizing a District 
Branch of the Provincial Medical and Sur- 
gical Association. Notwithstanding it was 
the day on which the great gale of wind 
occurred, the attendance was very pumerous 
and respectable, there being above seventy 
medical men present from all parts of the 
district, many coming twenty, thirty, and 
even forty miles. Amongst the medical 


gentlemen from a distance were,— 

Dr. Forbes of Chichester ; Dr, Crawferd, 
Mr. Wickham, sen., Mr. Mayo, Mr. W. J. 
Wickham, and Mr. Smith, of Winchester ; 
Dr. Groves, Mr. Henry Coates, Mr, Samp- 
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sey and Mr. Fludyer of Lymington; Mr. 
Burnett and Mr. Curtis of Alton; Dr. En- 
gledue, Mr. Hellard, and Mr. Davey, of 
Portsmouth ; Mr. Beddome and Mr. Sains- 
bury of Romsey; Mr. J. Blatherwick of 
Fareham ; Mr. T. Blatherwick and Mr. An- 
drews of Titchfield; Mr. Caldwell and Mr. 
Warwick of Millbrook ; Mr. Bury of Farn- 
ham; Mr. Eager of Guildford; Mr. J. P. 
Gruggen and Mr. Elliott of Chichester; Mr. 
E. O. Spooner of Blandford ; Mr. Smart of 
Cranbourne; Mr. Smith of Bishop’s Wal- 
tham; Dr. Twynam; Mr. Peskett of Pe- 
tersfield; Mr. Lee of Hythe; Mr. J. Welch 
of Christchurch ; Mr. Goodwin of Totton, 
&e. &e. 

And of those residing in Southampton 
there were—Dr. Mc. Roberts, Dr. Steed, 
Dr. Down, Dr. Oke, Dr. C. Wheeler, Dr. 
Hennen, Mr. Maul, Mr. Reele, Mr. Jadd, 
Mr. Stall, Mr. Corfe, Mr. Colebrook, Mr. 
Fowler, Mr. Simpson, Mr. Bullar, Mr. Clark, 
and Mr. Ware. 

On the motion of Dr. Mc. Roserts cf 
Southampton, seconded by Mr. Beppome of 
Romsey, Dr. Forses was called to the chair. 

Dr. Forpes returned thanks for the honour. 
He disclaimed any peculiar fitness for the 
office ; he wished well to the Society, and 
was proud to see such an assembly thus 
met to prove their anxiety to emulete their 
brethren in other parts, who had originated 
and kept up the Provincial Medical and 
Surgical Association, affording a good au- 
gury that the medical practitioners of the 
Soath were willing to promote the honour, 
dignity, and interests of the profession. 
They were met to bring this Associati n 
home to their own doors, by establishing a 
Branch, at the meetings of which they might 
all, without journeying far from their own 
fire-sides, share in such pleasures and advan- 
tages as were derived by those who attended 
the meetings of the Parent Society. Mr. 
Wickham (who had suggested the establish- 
mentof this Branch, and who with Mr.Bullar 
had undertaken the labour of realizing it 
would now state the means which were 
deemed most proper for accomplishing the 
objects of the meeting. 

Mr. W. J. Wicksnam of Winchester then 
delivered the address prepared for the oc- 
casion :—The requisition, he said, had suffi- 
Ciently explained the objects of the meeting: 
viz. the extension of the parent Provincial 
Association through the Southern Counties, 
—not, indeed, merely to increase its nu- 
merical strength, already great, but to form 
a branch which should impart vigour to the 
parent trunk, and render it, in these parts, 
more useful. He thanked the meeting for 
the readiness with which they had responded 
to the call to assemble. (He then eulogised 
the advantages of association or union in the 
profession.) Societies, he said, had existed 
for many years amongst medical men, but 
they had been mostly wanting in that vital 
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property,—association ; their interests, too, 
had been local, and their energies cramped 

It had been reserved for the Provincial 
Association to wield this great power with 
a gigantic strength. It had brought Nor- 
thumherland into close alliance with Corn- 
wall; it had identified the eastern with the 
western counties. Ithad brought men into 
communion, who by their acquirements and 
their labours only, had been known to each 
other, and it had givena tone to the character 
of provincial men, which their high and 
honourable calling demanded. “It has 
been,” continued Mr. Wickuam, “ my good 
fortune only to meet the Association once, 
at Oxford, last year; I there became ac- 
quainted with men of whom I had heard all 
my life, great men, whose attainments I had 
long respected, but whose generous and 
benevolent minds, until then, I knew nothing 
of. It was there that I saw the interchange 
of opinions between men of high and those 
of humble stations, each willing to impart, 
each eager to receive. It was there I saw 
a Kidd, a Prichard, a Hastings, a Carrick, 
a Johnson, a Forbes, and others, with 
like capacity, receive the homage of above 
three hundred of their brethren. I saw two 
of our distinguished members receive the 
honorary degree of the University of Oxford ; 
I saw all participate in the most marked 
attention and respect which the highest 
characters in Oxford could offer. Surely, 
Gentlemen, it is a matter of congratulation 
to us all, that the Provincial members of our 
profession have thus associated to advance 
the science of medicine, and to assume for 
it the position amongst _kindred sciences 
to which it is justly catitled. It was at 
Oxford, too, that enquiries were set on foot 
upon the subject of medical attendance on 
the poor, the result of which is now before 
the public, in the shape ofa report from the 
Provincial Association. To that report, 
which has just appeared, I beg your earnest 
attention; it is drawn up at considerable 
labour, and grounded on the most authentic 
information; its recommendations have been 
enforced with considerabletemper, and the 
subject treated with the utmost impartiality 
— great care having been taken to separate 
the bare facts of each case submitted to the 
committee, from expressions of indignation 
which a keen sense of oppression and injury 
had wrung from the correspondents.’ The 
report has forcibly shown, that by the 
existing system the burthen of maintaining 
the poor under sickness is imposed on the 
medical profession, and imposed, too, in the 
most arbitrary and oppressive manner, not, 
indeed, for the benefit of the poor, but for 
the imaginary relief of the ‘ rate payers." 
It further shows that the profession is, 
by the new authorities, submitted to insult 
and degradation; and :hatthe commissiouers 
have pnt forth charges which are entirely 
unfounded, in order, ‘ by impugning the 
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character of the medical body, to reconcile 
the public to ‘the unjust irrticys7 = ea 
hey have put upon it, and in many itistanges 
ckeasfully? It sets forth the errors of 
the system of ‘ tenders,’ and competition, 
which, independently of the professional 
degradation associated with it, exhibits a 
natrow-sighted policy on the part of the 
commissioners, producing great injustice 
and cruelty to the poor, by exposing them 
to the calamities which must result from 
incompetency and neglect in their medicai 
attendants. It recommends that redress be 
sought by petition to the legislature, and 
application to the Colleges of Physicians 
and Surgeons, and the Society of Apothe- 
caries. ‘ Should the Association, and the 
medical body generally, fail to obtain redress 
from the legislature, after well-considered 
and well-directed efforts, the alternative is 
‘open to us either to take a lower station in 
Bociety, or firmly to decline any participa- 
tion in the medical appointments of the new 
oor law.’ It expresses a regret that there 
a want of some ‘presiding influence over 
the members of our profession,’ to check 
‘the wretched spirit of rivalry and specula- 
tion, the under-bidding and jobbing which 
too frequently are to be found. On this 
Assocjation can hope for us alone rest; 
‘this institution seems well suited to raise 
the moral and professional feeling among 
medical men in the provinces, and, by means 
of its more exalted principles, superior 
aims, and a firmer unity of purpose, will be 
engendered in the great body of practitioners 
throughout the country. It was at Oxford, 
also, that a benevolent fund was instituted 
for the aid of our poorer brethren ; surely it 
is a matter for our rejoicing, that our 
interests are thus watched, protected, and 
supported.” Jt was a society which em- 
braced so much that was excellent, and 
involved so little that was objectionable, 
that he (Mr.W.) wished them to join. 
Whether they did so in immediate connec- 
tion with the Association itself, or through 
this proposed branch, still their services 
would be acceptable, and their support of 
value. And, First, How could they best aid 
the Provincial Medical and Surgical Asso- 
ciation? He believed, by associating them- 
selves, and forming themselves into a South- 
ern District Branch Society. Secondly, What 
title had they to engraft themselves on the 
Provincial Association’? In 1834, at the 
meeting of the Association at Birmingham, 
a resolution was agreed on, on which the 
resent extension to district branches was 
‘founded, [Mr. Wicknam here read the re- 
solution.) At the late meeting at Manchester, 
also, it was considered, that district branch 
Associations would render the operation of 
the society more effective, and its strength 
would be much increased by the meeting of 
Practitioners from time to time, within a 
smaller sphere. Moreover, Dr. Hastings, 





the present secretary of the, Association, 
had sent to him the terms on which they 
should be permitted to anite with the Asso- 
ciation, and a statement of the privileges 
which they might expect to derive from it. 
They had thus much sanction and encou- 
ragement for the formation of this branch. 
It must remain for them to receive the 
official admission to the parent association 
at the next general meeting at Cheltenham. 
The Association being constituted by this 
day’s meeting, let each feel pledged to con- 
tribute something to it; and who was there 
amongst them that had not some original in- 
formation to impart? Let this Association 
then, be the treasury, in which each might 
deposit his contributions to medical science. 
He felt difficulty and hesitation in request- 
ing their attention to any particular field 
of enquiry, but he would state a few points 
to which the parent society had especially 
directed the attention of its members. In 
anatomy, very recent discoveries had laid 
open treasures of inestimable value. Sir 
Charles Bell had greatly extended their 
knowledge of the functions and pathology 
of the nerves; but objects of great inter- 
est still remain to be attained. Anatomy, 
too, had of late years unfolded the intimate 
structures of the elementary tissaes, thus 
furnishing the pathologist with abundant 
fruits, but yet leaving much to be gathered. 
Medical topography and statistical enquiries 
had received great encouragement from. the 
Association. If the materials did not, at 
first sight, appear to afford much of interest, 
still they remained as records of future 
value, and silenced speculative theorists by 
furnishing the means of just conclusions. 
The council had also earnestly requested 
each member to keep a register of the rise, 
progress, and decline of epidemics, in_his 
district, being very particular as to dates and 
localities ; and as the object was to discover 
the effects of external influences in the pro- 
duction and propagation of those diseases, 
the barometric, thermometric, and hygrome- 
tric states of the atmosphere should be par- 
ticularly registered. The reeord of well- 
selected cases in medicine and surgery, from 
private sources, and from public hospitals 
and dispensaries, were a principal means 
of contributing to the advancement of science. 
Much benefit might also accrue from 

communication of the nature and results of 
severe injuries from accident, which had and 
might occur in practice. No emergencies in 
surgery were more perplexing than fractured 
bones, with their various complications. 
There were no cases in which the surgeon 
had to exercise a more mature judguent 

prompt decision, which could gal} be uit 
on facts, and the combined. experience’ of 
many observers. The question of amputa- 
tion was often involved in the treatment ‘of 
these accidents. It was this ;—Were we'to 
sacrifice the limb to save life; or was life 
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to he ised by the attempt to save the 
limb? e principles which guided the de- 
cision were, for the most part, well founded ; 
but, he would ask, How had they been 
formed? Certainly, on expérience ; not on 
the experience of any one man, not on, the 
results of any one case. He would ask them, 
not for cases which should astound or asto- 
nish, but cases on which they had dhioczalees 
formed particular opinions, and by ali par- 
ticipating in the result of their reflections. 
“ As your facts abound,” Mr, WickHam con- 
cluded, “ as your deductions are closely and 
philosophically formed, so will your records 
be, in proportion, valuable, aud your service 
to science great.” 

Dr. Steep of Southampton moved (se- 
Pi a by Mr. Cuartes Matz of Southamp- 
ton),— 

“ That the physicians and surgeons prac- 
tising in Hampshire, Wiltshire, Dorsetshire, 
Sussex, Surrey, Berkshire, and the Isle of 
Wight, now form themselves into a branch 
of the Provincial Medical and Surgical 
Association, and that the members of this 
branch be “ ipso facto” members of the ori- 
ginal Association, and entitled to all its 
privileges.” 

Mr. Henry Coates of Salisbury moved 


(seconded by Mr. W. N. Wicknam of Win- 
chester),— 

* That the Branch Association consist of 
aPresident, Vice-President, two Secretaries, 
and a Council, to be elected annually from 


the members.” 

Dr. Down of Southampton moved (se- 
conded by Dr. Twynam),— 

“ That the office of President be conferred 
on some senior physician or surgeon resid- 
ing in the town or neighbourhood in which 
the annual meeting is held.” 

Dr.Groves of Salisbury moved (seconded 
by Mr. T. Baruerwick of Titchfield),— 

“ That the Presideuts be made permanent 
Vice-Presidents after their duties have 
ceased.” 

G, Sampson, Esq. of Salisbury moved 
(seconded by Mr, H. Coreprook of South- 
ampton),— 

“ That the Council consist of members 
selected from each town, who may be con- 
sidered the representatives of the Branch 
Association in their respective places of 
abode.” 

Mr. H. Sarxspury of Romsey moved (se- 
conded by Mr. R. Fower of Southampton), 

“ That the Council hold meetings from 
time to time for the purpose of deciding on 
the yalue of communications, and of arrang- 
ing the business of the annual meetings.” 

r, Oke of Southampton moved (seconded 
by.Mr. C. M. Burserrt of Alton),— 

“ That the General Meeting of the Branch 
Association be held annually in the second 
week of June,at each of the principal towns 
Ane district.” 

r. Oke said, that after some consider- 
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ation he had arrived at an, affirmative reply 
to the question,—Will the formation of the 
Provincial Medical and Surgical Association 
prove an advantage to the profession? It 
would improve their moral and social cha- 
racter. “ Hitherto the medical practitioners 
of the provinces,” said Dr, Oke, “ have 
been scattered upon the hills like sheep without 
a leader, each following a solitary track, al- 
most unconscious of the voice of a shepherd ; 
in other words, they have been strewed about 
like links of a chain, without union, and theree 
fore without strength ; but an institution like 
this will gather and unite the links, and 
construct a chain, inseparable in its cennec- 
tion and irresistible in its operation,—a 
chain which, stretching through the length 
and breadth of Lagland, will unite us all in 
a bond of harmony and good feeling, whilst 
each individual member will not only feel 
it his interest, but his inclination, to keep 
his respective link strong upon the Chris- 
tian principle, and polished with gentle- 
manly conduct. It will also, Sir, tend fo 
the advancement of medical science; it will 
form a repository for the deposition of pre- 
fessional improvements, whilst the pages of 
its periodical Transactions will be ever open 
to such communications as might be con- 
sidered worthy of publication, In this 
capacity the Association will stand as the 
haud-maid of science, encouraging her fol- 
lowers with one hand to encreased zeal, 
renewed efforts, and fresh triumphs,—with 
the other, presenting a laurel-crown, ready to 
adern the temples of those who shall deserve 
to wear it.” But this was not all. The Pro- 
vincial Medical and Surgical Association 
would also become a representative body of 
the medical profession in the provinces of 
England. The Church of Eagland was ade- 
quately represented in the House of Lords 

the Law, in both Houses of Parliament ; the 
London physicians and surgeons in their re- 
spective colleges ; but the medical men in 
the provinces were not represented in the 
Lords, nor in the Commons, in any propor- 
tion with the other learned professions, It 
might be said, that the interests of the pro- 
fession were securely vested in the Colleges 
of Physicians and Surgeons, and in the 
Company of Apothecaries. Neominally they 
were so; but practically they could not be, 
as the profession was at present constituted. 
He would not be understood to speak in 
disparagement of either of those ies ; 
they were most anxious to advance the welfare 
of their profession, and took the greatest pains 
to investigate the qualifications of those who 
presented themselves as candidates for me- 
dical diplomas. Beyond this, howeyer, he 
was not aware that they possessed the power 
of promoting the general interests ‘of their 
provincial brethren. Let them, then, lay the 
foundation of their present building on the 
rock of sound principle, dignified in its ele- 
vation, and not divided against itself.” 
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months old as a society, yet they numbered 


Mr. J. Start of Southampton meved (se- 
conded by Mr. J. P. Gauccen of Chichester), 

“ That the annual subscription be one gui- 
nea, to be paid in January.” 

Dr. Hennen of Southampton moved (se- 
conded by Mr. G. Corre of Southampton),— 

* That every member of the branch Le en- 
titled to a copy of the Transactions of the 
P. M. and S. Association, and also of all 
pamphlets that may be published.” 

Dr. Hennen highly appreciated the argu- 
ments of Mr. Wickham and Dr. Oke in sup- 
port of the Association, and urged “ farther 
reasons of some weight” in favour of the 
Association, particularly in the encourage- 
ment by this Society of provincial schools of 
medicine. Medical schools would soon 
spring up in every large town affording faci- 
lities for the delivery of lectures, and they 
should be encouraged by the parent society. 
Until very lately, there were no public 
teachers of medicine out of the metropolis. 
Indeed, wherever there was a provincial 
hospital establishment, there lectures op 
physic and surgery should form a part of its 
constitution. He ventured to throw out 
these remarks with the hope of eliciting, at 
a future stage, the opinions of those medical 
gentlemen enjoying the benefits of hospital 
establishments who had honoured this meeting 
With their attendance. 

Dr. Crawrorp of Winchester moved (se- 
conded by Mr. Mayo, of Winchester),— 

That the names of the members of the 
district branch be printed in the same list 
with the general members of the Associa- 
tion.” 
Dr. Towsry of Lymington moved (seconded 
by Mr. H. Crark of Southampton),— 

“ That all papers and communications for 
publication from the district branch be sub- 
mitted by the secretaries to the general 
council of the P. M. and 8S. A.” 

Dr. C. WueeLer of Southampton moved 
(seconded by Mr, Lee of Hythe),— 

“ That the expenses of the district branch 
be defrayed out of the subscriptions.” 

Mr. J. Winzar of Salisbury moved (se- 
conded by Mr. Peskett of Petersfield),— 

“ That the first annual meeting be held at 
Winchester, in June 1837, and that Dr. 
Crawrorp be the President-elect.” 

Dr, TwynaM moved (seconded by Dr. Oxe 
of Southam pton),— 

“ That Dr. Forses be now elected Presi- 
dent of the Southern Branch of the P. M. 
and S, A.” 

Mr. E. Spooner of Blandford moved,— 

“ That the physicians and surgeons now 
present do constitute the council of this 
Association.” He had arrived so late, owing 
to the tempestuous weather, that he had 
heard only the excellent conclusion of .he 
address of Mr. Wickham. As a member of 
the Dorsetshire Association, he might repre- 
sent the feelings of bis professional brethren 
in that quarter on this occasion, Buta few 





between thirty and forty members. Their 
objects were similar; and when this pro- 
jected branch association was announced, 
they determined to stop their county society, 
and transfer their strength to the new asso- 
ciation. He was happy to find the great 
Provincial Association thus brought to their 
own homes in the southern counties. Sir 
Astley Cooper, in one of his lectures, re- 
gretted that county practitioners did not 
more frequently benefit the world by their 
observations. Here the publication of an 
annual volume of transactions would exer- 
cise a beneficial influence on the enlargement 
of science. The actively-engaged provincial 
practitioner, though he may possess acknow- 
ledged talents, unfortunately soon ceased 
to pursue his profession as a science, and 
allowed the most interesting facts to pass 
into oblivion with perfect apathy, because 
he was an isolated being, and held no com- 
munion with those who would stimulate bis 
intellect by the interchange of collateral ob- 
servations and enquiries. The routine of 
practice afforded, indeed, constant employ- 
ment to his body, but his mind became gra- 
dually emasculated ,—a torpor of the faculties 
crept over him, until at last the once zealous 
medico-chirurgical student became actually 
impotent in his profession, This was the rea- 
son why so little was done by provincial 
practitioners. But this stimulus was now 
provided by the projected assuc¢iation. With 
respect to the protection of the profession, 
Dr. Oke had, with mach propriety, alladed 
to the non-representation of the provincial 
practitioners in the colleges of physicians 
and surgeons. All the other professions 
had numerous representatives in Parliament. 
The medical profession could only number 
two or three individuals there who at all 
professed to sympathize with its interests. 
They were almost friendless in Parliament ; 
but they must pow bestir themselves, and 
show that their interests were bound up 
with those of the community, and that the 
character of the profession was the surest 
pledge to society of medical efficiency in its 
members. If the profession was to be the 
victim of crade iegislation and inadequate 
protection, medicine would no 
studied by men of intellect and laudable 
ambition. The three objects of the Asso- 
ciation,—the enlargement of the science, the 
elevation of the projessional character, and the 
protection of the profession, were laudable 
objects ; and if their medical brethren could 
be roused from their lethargy, be had much 
confidence in their ultimate success. The 
motion was seconded by Mr. Curtis of 
Alton. 

Dr. Crawrorp of Winchester moved (se- 
conded by Dr. Fores of Chichester),— 

“ That Mr. W. J. Wickuam of Winchester, 
and Mr. J. Buttar of Southampton, be ap- 
pointed secretaries.” 
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Mr. GC. Mayo of Winchester moved (se- 
conded by Mr. G. Bury of Farnham),— 

“ That the resolutions which have been 
passed be printed, and sent to each of the 
medical practitioners residing in the dis- 
trict.” 

Mr. C. Mau of Southampton moved (se- 
coaded by Mr. J. Jupp of Southampton ),— 

“ That the thanks of this meeting be given 
to the chairman.” 

The whole of the resolutions were carried. 

At six o’clock about fifty members of the 
Southern Branch dined together at the Star 
Inn. The President, Dr. Forses, in the 
chair; Cuaries Mavt, Esq., Vice-chairman. 








THE LANCET. 





London, Saturday, December 17, 1836. 


Tus Draught Charter which was framed 
seme months since for the purpose of con- 
stituting an University in this metropolis, 
has received the sign-manual of the Kine. 
The members of the first senate have been 
named, and this new national institution 
will, it is hoped, forthwith be organized in 
ll its departments in a manner which is 
well calculated to accomplish the objects 
which it has been designed toexecute. We 
have pot space on this occasion to insert any 
portion of the new charter. 

We are not about to analyze the mental 
qualifications of the members of the new 
senate. It is not, in fact, our object at this 
monient either to condemn or to commend, 
excepting on two points. 
charter we discover, with fixed feelings of 


Ona examining the 


regret, first, that no provision is made 
for compelling the senate to condwet the ex- 
aminations of candidates in public; and, se- 
condly, that it is in the power of that body 
to act upon regulations of a character which 
are not less exclusive than are those which 
have so long been sanctioned by our corrupt and 
mercenary medical colleges. 

On the existence of these imperfections 
we found our protest against every act of the 
newly-constitated senate which may have 
the effect of excluding any candidate from 


METROPOLITAN UNIVERSITY CHARTER. 


the University, unless it be on the ground of 
a moral disqualification. 





We seize this, the earliest opportunity 
which is offered to us, for making a broad 
and general claim to all the advantages 
which can be derived from the new institu- 
tion, on behaif of THE WHOLE PEOPLE OF 
Enciann. If the ministers apply to the 
Parliament for a grant or grants of money 
for the purpose of setting in motion the new 
establishment, and of giving stability and 
solidity to its arrangements, there are to be 
found, we believe, many independcat men 
in the House of Commons who would resist 
a demand for a single shilling, unless the 
regulations which are to be framed by the 
senate for the conduct of candidates be 
based on the broadest foundations of libe- 


rality and justice. If the system of “recog- 


nizing,” as admissible to examinations only 
received their edu- 


cation at particular schools, there will be no 


persons who have 


such thing as abolishing that system without 
an Act of Parliament, and during the whole 
period of its existence, little else than in- 
justice and tyranny will be the consequence. 
The character of the members of the new 
senate may be of that sterling quality for 
integrity and love of science, which is best 
calculated to give confidence to ministers 
and to lead to a most sincere conviction in 
the minds of the advisers of the Crown that 
every measure of the senate will be framed 
in accordance with the liberal spirit of our 
times, and be perfectly consistent with the 
There 
is, however, it should be recollected, among 


demands and wants of the public. 


such a numerous body of men, a divided, a 
multiplied, responsibility, and we all know 
that where indiridual amenability can be 
avoided, amongst an incorporated body of 
men, scrupulousness of conduct in accom- 
plishing any given object, where self-in- 
terest is concerned, is not a characteristic of 
that body. Whenever the law can secure 
the complete accomplishment of any object, 
its fulfilment ought not to be left to the 


discretion of any given number of indi- 





the niGuT to be examined for the diploma of 


viduals. Nor should the convenience or 
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the behests of the persons appointed to 
execute the law be allowed to interpose be- 
tween the wants of the community and the 
intentions of the persons by whom the law 
is framed. Instead, for example, in the 
present instance, of having the law as a 
security for the good government of the 
newly-constiluted University, we have only 
the comparatively frail security which can be 
furnished by the good intentions and intel- 
lectual capabilities of the members of the 
senale. Fortunately, however, the new 
charter, in this respect, will be totally in- 
efficient, as an instrument of law, without 
the addition of an Act of the legislature ; 
and that this is a fortunate circumstance is 
obvious, because the senate are likely to be 
misled in their duties by the selection of the 
names of two of our institutions for introduc- 
tion into tne body of the charter. 

Although the senate are clearly at liberty 
toaexamine candidates who have been eda- 
cated at any, even at the least important, of 
the schools in this kingdom, or persons who 
have been educated entirely under a system 
of private tutelage in private dwellings, the 
introduction into the charter of the titles of 
the two establishments in question, ( Uni- 
versity College, and King’s Coliege, London), 
is calculated to mislead the senate, by 
po'nting to an inference which, we trust, is 
wholly alien ta the ixttentions of the ministers 
of the Crown, Lf the new University is to 
be devoted te the purposes of the landed 
aristocracy, er to the monied classes, of the 
country, let oue or both of these bodies sup- 
port all the charges of the establishment, 
by contributions to its funds. Necessarily 
it will. not. be denied that the costs ought 
to be sustained by the parties whom it is 
designed to benefit. In examining the rules 
which are-too often sanctioned in our Uni- 
versities, ithe position of the candidates for 
examination, with relation to the community, 
is generally, if it be not always, forgotten. 
University honours and rewards have been 
designed and bestowed, not with a view 
to. benefit individuals, but for the purpose 
of stimulating and inciting a great number 





of persons to straggle for mastery in the 
paths of science and literature. A prize, 
therefore, is given to candidates in the form 
of a title, or the right to exercise the fanc- 
tions pertaining toa profession, or a large 
income in money, such as belongs to the fel- 
lowships of several of our ancient colleges, 
for the purpose of stimulating the whole 
mind of the nation to pursuits of a scientific 
and classical nature. Whatsortefasystem 
is that, then, which would limit the applica- 
tion of a highly-useful stimulus to learning, 
to pupils stadying in specially selected, or, as 
they are generally termed, “recognized ” 
establishments? If the offer of a prize, or 
the chance of obtaining a diploma from a 
highly-gifted body of men, is known ‘to ope- 
rate beneficially upon the feelings of the 
pupils who may be engaged in studying at 
University College, or King's College, why 
should the proposal operate less effectively 
on the minds of those students who may be 
similarly employed in the least gaudy and the 
humblest of eur establishments? 

Having long witnessed, not only the 
pernicious, but even the atrocious effects of 
the system of “ recognizing” particular 
schools, as it has been adopted and ‘sane- 
tioned by cur diploma-selling colleges, we 
would avert, if possible, in the proceedings 
of the new institution, an error of so fatal a 
character and tendency. If the new Uni- 
versity be not a national institution, what is 
it to be? Why, of course, something lesa than 
“ national ;” and, therefore, having only a 
direct relation to a particular branch, or to 
certain classes of the community. If it be 
not national, it ought not to be, and we trust 
that it will not be, supported by national 
funds. If it be not national, let the draughts 
for supplying its funds be made apon those 
pockets which are to be enriched by a 
monopoly of its advantages. With the ex- 


ception of titles, the senate certainly have 
no power to grant any thing. The monopo- 
lists, if there should be any, will enjoy only 
that peculiar fame which can arise out of 
the nature of their proceedings. But it 
may be far otherwise if the present charter 
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be made the foundation of an act of the 
legislature, and if the provisions of both 
measures accord in spirit and arrangement. 
Still, we may be permitted to ask, what 
ought the senate, under any form of law, to 
be enabled to confer, which erery individual 
in the community should not be entitled to 
enjoy, if he were qualified to master the 
examination instituted by his scrutators? 
Let any person who styles the new institu- 
tien a ** national establishment,” answer 
this question. If it be presumed that can- 
didates undergo the labour of study, and 
incur, throughout a series of years, restraints 
upon their personal habits, and large sacri- 
fices of money, for the purpose merely of 
contributing to the funds of the University, 
by the purchase of the diploma, strangely 
are they (the promoters of the new establish- 
ment, ) deceived in making theircalculations. 
Avperson finding that he has certain acquire- 
ments, seeks to be examined, in order that 
the possession of his diploma may be in- 
strumental in making the public acquainted 
with the nature and extent of his profes- 
sional qualifications. What matters it where 
the candidate was educated, so that he be 
educated? What matters it whether the 
candidate acquired his knowledge in Uni- 
versity College, London, or in a private 
mansion in a distant county, so that he be 
capable of passing his examination? If 
other considerations are to be taken iato 
the account, what are they? These ques- 
tions ought to be answered fully and ex- 
plicitly, not only by the senate, but by 
that minister, who, doubtless, will apply 
to Parliament for a grant of public money 
to. support the new institution. We defy 
the ingenuity of man to devise any scheme 
which shall operate justly, with regard to 
the juvenile members of this nation,—with 
regard to the mass of our private, as well 
as an immense pumber of our public 
seminaries,—if the candidates for the dip- 
lomas and honours of the new University 
are to be received only from a particular 
act of “ recognised” colleges and schools. 
If we commence with the work of exclusion, 
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in relation to education and collegiate 
privileges, where are we to stop? And yet 
it would seem, from the introdaction into 
the charter of the titles of two existing 
establishments, that the framers of that 
document, the advocates of liberality, 
science, and learning, in the nineteenth 
century, are prepared to renew, under royal 
and government auspices, the worst and 
most infamous contrivance which is con- 
nected with our old corporations. Of 
course we refer in this instance to the 
medical corporations, as it would be a gross 
injustice to the Universities of Oxford and 
Cambridge to expose them to the odious 
comparison which would attend their classi- 
fication with those corrupt and benighted 
institations. Contrasts, however, may often 
be made with advantage, when comparisons 
cannot be instituted without drawing largely 
on the credulity or the dulness of the 
reader; and there is one clearly observable 
in the cases before us,—one, indeed, where 
all the honour to be derived from it must be 
bestowed on the ancient universities, while 
all the shadow, or darker part, belongs to the 
new or Metropolitan institution. We allude 


” 


to the “ open scholarships” of the ancient 
universities, which offer to the youthfal 
aspirants of this nation,—whatever may 
have been their birth, whatever is their 
station, whatever has been the course of 
their studies, wherever may have been the 
place in which those studies were pursued, 
or by whomsoever superintended or direct- 
ed,—the highest honours, as well as the 
most valuable pecuniary rewards, which 
This is a 
system which is worthy of imitation, and 


those universities can bestow. 


operates justly with reference not only to 
gifted iadividuals but to the entire nation. 
The absurdity and iniquity of “ recog- 
nising”’ particular establishments as the 
only places whence candidates for the 
diploma shall be received, is proved in the 
fullest possible manner, by the introdac- 
tion, into the new charter, of the name of 
King’s College. Anotherexample can scarcely 
be required to prove the rottenness of the 





basis on which such a system must work. 
The senate, which is just appointed, is em- 
powered, be it observed, to grant degrees 
in medicine. Already does the new charter 
secure to the teachers in the medical de- 


partment of King's College, that the matri- | 


culation tickets of their pupils shall entitle 
the candidates to be examined by the senate 
Now, this advan- 
tage is conferred upon a medical school, 
which, probably, with only one exception, 
is the least efficient, is the worst, in London. 
Why, then, is that place preferred? Because 
the lectures are delivered in a pompous 
pile of buildings, and because it enjoys the 
patronage of the aristocracy. We are 
bound, therefore, to declare that the selection 
of such an establishment as the medical 
department of King’s College, on this oc- 
easion, reflects discredit either on the 
mo!ives or on the judgment of the advisers of 
the Crown, and holds out an example to the 
senate, which may be adopted, in many in- 
stances, to the exclusion of the most gifted 
of our students from the honours and 
rewards of the new University, and to the 


in the new University. 


irreparable injury of a majority of our 
private teachers in medicine. 





MEDICAL WITNESSES ACT. 





To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


Sirn:—We have great pleasure in bearing 
testimony to the success of the Medical Wit- 
nesses Actin this town. ‘The legal fee was 
immediately paid to us by the overseer of 
the parish, on the productivn of the coroner's 
order. The inquest was held Dec. 3rd. We 
think that it was the first order issued under 
the new Act here. We are your obedient 
servants, 

Worts & Wacker, Surgeons. 
Colchester, Dec. 12, 1826. 





Sin:—I should have replied befere to 
your enquiries relative to the operation of 
the Medical Witnesses Act, but I was not 
able to obtain the requisite information for 
some days after receiving your letter. 

I find that only one of the surgeons of the 
Union has been called in to give evidence at 
inquests since the Act came into operation ; 
and of two which he has attended, he re- 
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| ceived on each occasion an order from the 


coroner fur the guinea fee. One was paid, 
| I believe, at once, but on the second some 
| difficulty arose as to what parish was liable, 
| No objection, however, has been made to 
|complying with the provisions of the Act 
(so far as I have been able to learn) in any 
one instance. I am, Sir, your obedient ser- 
vant, 
H. Axrorp, 
5, Hammet-street, Taunton, 
Dec. 12, 1836. 





MEETING AT SOUTHAMPTON. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir:—You will probably be furnished 
with a report of the proceedings of a meet- 
ing of medical gentlemen which was held 
at Southampton on the 29th of November, 
to establish a branch of the Provincial 
Medical and Surgical, Association in the 
Southern division of England. I do not 
know what title you may be pleased to put 
to the report, but I would suggest one to 
be drawn from the chief promoters’ own 
epithets, employed in theirspeeches. T can 
assure you that if derived from those sources 
it would be not less correct than candid, aud 
more explanatory than any other. It might, 
then, stand thus:— , 


““AN ASSOCIATION FOR EXTENDING AND 
ENFORCING 


THE HOMAGE DUE FROM HUMBLE 
AND IMPOTENT BRITISH MEDI- 
CAL PRACTITIONERS, 


TO THEIR LORDS AND MASTERS OF THE 
PROVINCIAL HOSPITALS, 
AND THE DUBS AND PURES IN GENERAL.” 


In framing such a title for the meeting no 
draught, I say, need be made on the fancy 
or imagination. These terms were supplied 
in speeches which afforded abundant evi- 
dence that the Worcester-W inchester-Chi- 
chester scheme has been concocted to decoy 
the southern “ subordinates” into the pay- 
ment of an annual homage and fealty to the 
“ great and distinguished shepherds ” of the 
profession, at Winchester, Chichester, An- 
dover, Portsmouth, or other southern county. 
Nothing more than such a title, and a re- 
perusal of your just and acute remarks in 
Tue Lancer of July 30, on the designs of the 
Parent “ Migratory” Association, can be 


necessary to open any half-closed eyes of 
attendants at the meeting, to the real objects 
of the bombastically-extolled * branch,” and 
I do trust that those gentlemen who may 
have been momentarily delud ed on that 
oceasion will refrain, on their retarn, from 
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brethren who remained at home, to fall in 
with the views of the haughty folks who 
* honoured” the meeting (faugh!) with 
their ** pure ” and “ high-moral” presence, 
nor ask them to 

“ Call these nepot sovereigns THEIRS, 
And do them homage, as obedieut subjects, 

Or lie, like dogs, t th their sters’ ieet.”’ 
Not one word was publicly said at the meet- 
ing by the promoters of the club, in advo- 
cacy of the great reform which is demanded 
in the government of the profession. On the 
contrary, one of them avouched that the me- 
dical corporations had done everything for 
the profession which could be expected from 
them by virtue of their authority as ruling 
bodies. 

If you do me the favour to insert this 
communication in your next week’s Lancer, 
allow me at the same time the opportunity 
of asking the committee, or council, for the 
time being, of the projected Britisn Meptr- 
CAL AssoclATiIoN, what they are doing all 
this time respecting that institution. Torpor 
or backwardness at this moment will prove 
an inexpiable crime towards their profes- 
sional brethren. I await anxiously some 
news on the subject, being one of several 
medical practitioners in Hants who are de- 
laying a winter visit to London, for the ex- 
press purpose of accomplishing, at one jour- 
ney, the double purpose of attending to gene- 
ral business in town, and being present at 
the first public meeting of the Association. 

I remain, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
A Souta-cou xTy SURGEON, 
Portsmouth, Dec. 3, 1836. 


*,* An official report of the meeting at 
Southampton has been forwarded to us, and 
an abridgement of the document will be 
found at pages 434-39 of this week’s Lancer. 











WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
Saturday, December 3rd, 1836. 
Mr. Hae Tuomson, President. 





DEATH RESULTING FROM IMPROPER FOOD, 


Mr. Tuurnam asked for advice on the 
following case, as he had to give evidence on 
an inquest relating thereto:—A man, his 
wife, and three children, ate some bacon on 
the 22nd of October last, which was pur- 
chased at a very low price, had a very 
yellow colour, smelt very badly, and was 
studded throughout with small biack spots. 
About half an hour after dinner the man was 
seized with a burning pain in the stomach, 
nausea, and headach; for this he took 
calomel and salts; but was very languid 
next day, had pain in the rectum and 


POISONING WITH BAD BACON. 








bladder, and difficulty in making water- 
He was unwell for several days. The wife 
also had pain in the stomach, vom.ting. 
purging, and hiccough, and she was ill for 
several days. The daughters suffered more 
severely; the eldest, aged 14, in addition 
to the severe pain in the stomach, vomiting, 
and purging, was affected with palpitation 
of the heart. The vomiting, &c., continuing, 
they were admitted into the Chelsea Dispen- 
sary, and treated as though suffering from 
continued fever, with severe abdominal com- 
plication, The previous history bad not 
been detailed by the parents. The younger 
girl became convalescent, but as the sister 
did not improve she was admitted into the 
Westminster Hospital on the 8th of Nov, 
The above particulars, however, were not 
obtained until about a week since. On 
admission into the hospital the symptoms 
were, severe pain in the epigastrium and 
right hypochondrium, purging, amounting 
nearly to dysentery, and tenesmus; exces- 
sive thirst, and general fever. The case 
was treated as one of simple fever with 
severe abdominal complication ; bleedings, 
demulcent drinks, fomentations, poultices, 
and blisters, formed the treatment, which 
appeared for a few days to give relief; but 
the symptoms afterwards returned, and she 
died oa Friday night. On examination after 
death nothing important was found either 
in the brain or the thorax. Peritonitis had 
existed to a great extent; there was ag- 
glutination of the fulds of the intestines 
together, extreme ulceration of the smal] 
and large intestines, decreasing in extent 
towards the stomach and rectam—theiliur, 
near its union with the colon, was perforated, 
The stomach was congested. The question 
he (Mr. T.) wished to put to the Society 
was, whether it was likely that this bacon 
was a portion of that which was said to 
have been mixed with arsenic at the fire in 
Tooley-street? 

Dr. Jounson said the fever was the effect 
of the local irritation, and he did not think 
that the irritation was produced by arsenic. 
Regarding the bacon alluded to, he had at- 
tended the late Mr. Goodchild, and that 
gentleman informed him (Dr. J.) that the 
bacon supposed to have come into contact 
with the arsenic was burnt. It could not, 
therefore, have got intothe market. It was 
probable that the animal from which the 
meat was obtained by the patients in ques- 
tion had died from some disease. Arsenic 
was a preserver of animal matter, and would 
not, therefore, produce the appearances 
which were observed in the meat in ques- 
tion. 

Dr. Apptson.—The abdominal irritation 
consequent on continued fever was not 
generally of the character observed on this 
occasion. Even in the worst instances 
there was often no pain; but the saddenness 
of the attack, the severe pain, the tenesmus 











wig 2 1 Re RE alle!" 


and bloody stools, observed in this case, dis- 
tinguished it from the abdominal symptoms 
attending continued fever, Might not the 
irritation have originated in some other 
poison? If the meat had beea. boiled in an 
unclean copper utensil verdigris might have 
produced the disease, 2 

Mr, Cuance.—the case forcitly reminds 
me of the symptoms stated to-have been 
produced by eating a compouhd, termed 
“ Italian Cheese,” the chief article in whieh 
is pork, The cases narrated of death from 
this cause occurred ir Paris a few years 
hack, and in consequence of a suppositicn 
that arsenic, or some other mineral poison, 
had been mixed with the pork, judisal pro- 
ceedings were iustituted, followed by a 
decision that all the symptoms were pro- 
duced by the pork, which there was every 
reason to believe was in a state of jartial 
decomposition. The dark spots in the pre- 
sent bacon were, probably, fungi, some 
species of which only grow upon decom- 
posing animal matter.* 

Mr. CosteLto.—The state of the bacon 





* The cases alluded to by Mr. Chance 
will be found in the following extract.— 
Rer. L, 

‘Numerous cases in point are recorded 
by M. Chevalier. Several occurred simul- 
taneously in the family of a physician, whose 
wife, daughter, and servant, were the suf- 
ferers. Another case happened in the prac- 
tice of M. Brichetlan, who was sent for to 
attend a woman about forty years of age. 
She had been vomiting for several hours; 
her abdomen was excessively tender, and 
her bowels much disordered; for, besides 
suffering extreme agony,she had,during the 
night, upwards of fifty evacuations. This 
malady was traced to her having eaten some 
slices of bacon. Two other persons who 
partook of it were similarly affected. 

* Several similar acct ents having hap- 
pened, official enquiries were instituted; 
and Drs. Durocher and Goeury, who were 
associated with M. Chevalier, reported 
that, although carefully analyzed, no poi- 
sonous substances, such as arsenic, copper, 
&e., could be detected. But the *‘meat,” 
a portion of which had occasioned the ill- 
ness of a woman, was composed of several 
pieces cut from a lump of preparation called 
“Italian Cheese,” which is made of frag- 
ments of pork, &e., strongly seasoned, and 
converted into a compact pie, that is usually 
sold in slices. The pieces examined were 
covered, some with blue, and others with 
green, mould, the latter giving the mass 
somewhat of a coppery appearance. The 
opinion of the three named gentlemen was, 
that the disorder was occasioned by the 
meat itself having uadergene a partial de- 
composition,” — Burm tt’s Outlines of Botany, 
vol. 1, page 193. 
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sufficiently proves that it did not. contain 
arsenic. 

Mr. Tuorsam.—Has any member seen so 
much mischief result fom animal peison? 

Dr. Jounson.—So far as I remember, the 
cases of poisoning by muscles, related by 
Dr, Burrowes, are not very dissimijar. 

Mr. Tournam.—There was no. particalar 
affection of the skin in this case, it was only 
rather hotter than usual. 

Dr. Apptson,—I. have seen two cases 
presenting very similar symptoms, in which 
arsenic was applied to external parts. The 
symptoms continued during several weeks, 

A GENTLEMAN (name usknown te ns) ob 
served that the duration of the disease in 
the bacon cases proved that they were not 
the result ofarsenic. Inchildren the stones 
of fruit, and the husks of grapes, if lodged 
in the bowels, produced a species of irrita- 
tion which might lead to fatal comsequences. 

Mr. TuurnaM.— Dry Cbristison relates 
several fatal cases of poisoning by arsenic, 
in which the symptoms lasted for several 
weeks, 

Mr. BromsotLt.—Pork will produce great 
irritation of the stomach and bowels. When 
called to treat affections of the kind ¥ always 
enquire if that meat has been takem } 

Mr. Costetto.—The case under conside- 
ration shows the necessity ofa medical 
superintendantto overlook the state-of meat 
supplied to the London markets. .. Many 
inquests would be prevented ‘by ‘sueli:aq 
ofticer. 

No farther remarks were made on the 
subject. 





TUMOUR IN TRE BRAIN. 

Dr. Jounson related the following :—A 
young lady, whose previous health had beea 
pretty good, except that she suffered from 
pain in the head at the menstrual period, 
had been ill for ten or twelve days, suffering 
from intense pain in the head, not at ‘first 
referred to any particular part of it, but in 
the course of three or four days she com 
plained of pain in one ear, and vomited a 
good deal. About four days before she 
died he (Dr. J.) was called to see her ; he 
found her with intense pain in the bead, 
which was worse towards the evening, and 
was accompanied with increased vomiting. 
The pain was relieved only by the application 
of pressure. There was little increased 
action of the circulation. A little discharge 
of purulent matter took place from one of 
the ears, but this soon disappeared. Blister- 
ing and cupping afforded her no relief. He 
saw her on the night before she died, and 
as there was nothing abnormal besides the 
sickness and headach, be did not consider 
that she was in danger, bat expected that 
in afew days she would be better,'' The 
next morning, however, she had an epileptic 
attack, from which before'the sargeon‘came 
she recovered, and again appeared asiuseal, 
but in the course of the morning she was 
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seized with symptoms like those of a 
plexy, ald’ @ied in ‘the ‘parotysm. Wi! 
great difficulty a post-mortem examination 
was obtained. ‘There was not a single proof 
discovered of diseased brain until the knife 
reached the middle lobe of the left hemis- 
phere, when a tumour of about the size ofa 
duck’s egg was discovered, the parietes of 
which were as strong asa bullock’s bladder, 
and it waé filled with a yellow homogenous 
fluid, which at the bottom of the cyst was 
a little thicker than elsewhere. No breach 
was ‘found in the parietes of the cyst. No 
other app e of di was discover- 
ed. A long discussion followed, in which 
Dr. Avoison, Mr. Costet.o, and other 
members, took part, but we cannot render 
any report of it useful to our readers. 








ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGI- 
CAL SOCIETY. 


December 13th, 1836. 
Mr. Earce, President. 


LITHOTOMY.—CALCULUS IN SEAMEN, 


A case of stone by Mr. Wm. Hiit, of 
Wotton-under-Edge, (communicated by Mr. 
Stanaey)owas read. The patient, a boy, 
aged six years, had all the usual symptoms 
of stone im the bladder severely. Mr. Hive 
performed the lateral operation, with the 
gorget, and removed a very rough stone, of 
the mulberry kind, The wound bled con- 
siderably soon after the operation, but 
yielded to eold applications; it returned on 
the following night, but stopped again. The 
wound healed in about a fortnight, but the 
boy had various pains and complaints for 
some time; pain in the glans penis while 
makiag water, inflammation of the elbow- 
jeint, and, subsequently, of the scrotum and 
one tésticle. For several months the pain 
in urinating continued, and sometimes was 
very severe, and attended with calcareous 
and mucons deposits in the urine ; but the 
boy at length recovered. Mr. Hitt was 
inclined to suppose that when the irritation 
from the stone in the bladder ceased, the 
nervous functions became deranged, and 
caused ali the above described symptoms. 

Mr: Earvet said, with regard to the he- 
morrhage after the operation, that in a case 
at St. Bartholomew's, the patient had fallen 
on the perinwum and wounded the urethra ; 
great hwemorrbage occurred daily for three 
weeks before he came into the hospital. 
The hemorrhage was excited when there 
was desive: and effort to unload the con- 
stipated: bowels. Injection of cold water 
iat} the rectum, procured evacuations from 
the bowels, without effort, and the hemor- 
thage ceased. He recommended the plan 
in such cases. 


* 





A note was afterwards read from Mr. 


th} Copianwd Hurcurxson, in contirmation of 


some observations made by him in the 9th 
and 16th vols. of the Society’s ** Transac- 
tions,” on the great infrequency of cal- 
calous disorders in sea-faring people of all 
ages. The author quoted Aretzus in sup- 
port of his opinion. Mr. Hutcnixson like- 
wise has found, contrary to the statement 
of others, that the Scotch are so subject to 
calculous disorders as the Southerns. 

Dr. Weatuernead thought thst the use 
of grog and tobacco, and the chill of the 
surface to which sailors are exposed, all 
promoted determination to the kidneys, and 
prevented calculus in the bladder. 

Dr. Stewart thought that if one circum- 
Stance more than another produced this 
result, it was the quantity of neutral salt 
contained in the food, and inhaled with the 
atmosphere. Grog and tobacco were nat 
used by the ancients. 

Mr. Earte.—Is the fact established that 
calculus is rare among seamen’? I have 
operated for store on three naval efficers 
and two common seamen. 

Dr. Wesster disputed the prevention of 
stone by grog or tobacco, but thought that 
the peculiar exercises of sailors might have 
some influence over the disease. 

Dr. Jounson said, he had passed a long 
time at sea, and doubted the fact broadly 
stated by Mr. Hutchinson. He had seen 
many cases of calculus in seamen. Sailors 
were not operated on in the ships or naval 
hospitals during the war, because seamen, 
when known to have calculus were invalided, 
and sent to our civil hospitals and there cut. 
He knew a naval surgeon who was twice 
cut for stone, and several naval officers who 
were affected with calculus. He did not 
consider sea-faring men to be more exempt 
than others. 

Dr. Gorpon said, that both in the army 
and navy healthy men were selected. ‘The 
period of life, too, during which they served, 
might account for the rarity of stone among 
soldiers and sailors, caleulus more usually 
occurring late or early in bife. 

Mr. Earte.—In a large proportion of 
cases in which I have operated on children, 
they were under seven years of age, and in 
all the cases of calculus which I have had, 
the majority of the patients were upwards 
of 56 years old. The disease rately occur- 
red between those periods. White I was 
surgeon to the Foundling Hospital, where 
there are about 500 children, I had only 
three cases in 16 years. Mr. Ramsden, my 
predecessor, I believe, only had two. This 
may, perhaps, be accounted for by the very 
careful diet of the children. In the cases 
which I have seen in the Foundling the 
children were brought from the nursery with 
the affection. I urged the point, on a former 
occasion, with Mr. Hutchinson, respecting 

j men, men with skin diseases, such as 
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lepra, that they were subject to calculous 
affections, and that such men were not 
admitted into the service, and Mr. Hutchin- 
son replied, that daring the war the selec- 
tion was not made so rigorously, and it was 
to that time that his observations related, 

Mr. Perry said, he had been seven years 
surgeon tothe Foundling, and had had no 
case of stone there. 

Mr. Barttett had been some years in the 
army, and never saw a case of stone in the 
bladder. He attribated the rarity of the 
affection to the almost complete abstinence 
of the troops from vegetable diet, in con- 
sequence of circumstances. 

Mr. Luoyp had operated on one child aged 
14 months, on another at 19, and on another 
at 22 months. Cases seldom occurred after 
the seventh year. There had not been one 
instance of calculus in Christ's Hospital for 
20 years, though 1200 boys had been inmates 
of the establishment. 

Mr. Earte.—Stone might exist in the 
bladder fur a long period without detection. 
Many men might be invalided for a severe 
stricture when they were really affected with 
stone ; thus may have arisen a fallacy re- 
specting the rarity of stone in the navy and 
army. He had a young man now in the hos- 
pital who had been sent up from Bath; the 
surgeons there had not been able to detect a 
stone, though one, if not two, and those large 
ones, were in the bladder. The man had a 
very narrow urethra. Calcali were variously 
constituted, and muriate of soda would not 
prevent all kinds. 





SIX STAGES OF THE EARTH. 


SUSSEX ROYAL INSTITUTION AND MANTELLIAN 
MUSEUM. 

Dr. Mantell delivered at the Town Hall, 
in Brighton, on Monday week, a lecture on 
Geology, which was very fully attended, 
and illustrated by diagrams and paintings. 
Among those present were the Earl and 
Countess of St. Germains, Sir F.Seymour, Sir 
Ed. Codrington, M.P., Sir James Feilowes, 
Mr. Hallam, (the historian), Dr. Anderson, 
the Revs. Messrs. Rooper, Anderson, Trogke, 
avd Wood, (tutor to Prince George of Cam- 
bridge), and Messrs. Horace Smith, Basevi, 
and Ricardv. Dr. Mantell on a former oc- 
casion had explained how, by the structure 
of living animals, we arrived at a knowledge 
of those which had been swept from the face 
of the earth. He now solicited attention to 
similar investigations into the organic king- 
dom of nature, which lead to results in per- 
fect accordance with those which are esta- 
blished by the aid of comparative anatomy. 

After accomplishing this task ina very 
effective manuer, the lecturer summed up 
the history and progress of the ** great 

lobe” in the following ingenious and well- 
Sicigiea peroration :— 





Imagine some being belonging to another 
planet to describe the physical mutations 
which he may have witnessed in this planet, 
and of which we have been endeavouring to 
interpret the natural records. ‘Countless 
ages ere man was called into existence (he 
might say), I visited this part of the globe, 
and I beheld a beautiful country, of vast 
extent, diversified by hill and dale, with 
streams, rivulets, and mighty rivers flowing 
through fertile plains. Groves of palms, 
and other tropical vegetation, and forests of 
enormous coniferous trees, clothed its sur- 
face; and I saw monsters of the reptile tribe, 
so huge that nothing among the existing 
races can compare with them, basking on 
the borders of the rivers, and roaming 
through its forests; and in the shallows, 
fens, and marshes, I beheld thousands of 
crocodiles and turtles. Winged reptiles, of 
uncouth forms, shared with birds the domi- 
nion of the air; and in the waters were 
uumerous fishes, and countless myriads of 
testacea, and fresh-water monoculi. 

“ After the lapse of many ages I again visit- 
ed the earth; and the country, with its 
innumerable dragon-furms, and its tropical 
furests—all had disappeared—and the ocean 
had usurped their place. And in the waters 
I observed countless swarms of nautili, and 
other cephelopoda, of races now wholly ex- 
tinct, innumerable fishes, and reptiles of con- 
siderable magnitude. 

“* Ages again passed away, and I revisited 
this spot—and lo! the ocean was gone, and 
dry land again appeared, covered with 
groves and forests; but these were wholly 
different in character from those of the 
vanished country of reptiles, The oak, the 
elm, and other trees of temperate climes 
flourished. And I beheld, quietly browzing, 
whole herds of deer, of enormous size; and 
vast groups of elephants, mastodons, and 
other herbivorous animals, of colossal mag- 
nitude, whose races are now no more. And 
I saw in its rivers and marshes, hippopotami, 
rhinoceroses, and tapirs; and I heard the 
roar of the tiger and the lion, and the yell of 
the hyaena and the bear. 

“ Another epoch passed away, and I came 
again to this planet, and visited the scene of 
my former contemplations. And I found 
that all the mighty forms which I had Teft 
had disappeared ; the face of the country no 
longer presented the same aspect: it was 
broken into islands, and the bottom of the 
sea had, in many places, become dry land, 
and what was once dry land was now be- 
neath the ocean. Herds of deer were still 
to be seen on the plains, with swine, horses, 
and oxen; and wolves in the woods and 
forests. And I saw haman beings, clad in 
the skins of animals, and armed with clubs 
and spears, and they bad formed habitations 
in caves, erected huts for shelter, enclused 
pastures for cattle, and were endeavouring 
to cultivate the soil. 
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“A thousand years passed by, and upon my 
revisiting the spot a village had been built 
upon the sea shore; its inhabitants support- 
ed themselves by fishing, and had erected a 
temple on the neighbouring hill, and dedi- 
cated it to their patron saint. The adjacent 
country was studded with towns and cities, 
and the downs were covered with flocks, 
and the vallies with herds,and the corntields 
aud pastures were in a high state of cultiva- 
tion, denoting an industrious and peaceful 
community. 

“ Lastly, afterthe lapse of many centuries, 
I arrived once more, and the village was 
swept away, and its site was covered with 
the waves; but in the valley, and on the 
hills above the cliffs, a beautiful city ap- 
peared, with palaces and temples, and thou- 
sands of edifices, its streets teeming with 
multitudes, in the highest state of civiliza- 
tion, the resort of the nobles of the land, the 
residence of the monarch ofa mighty empire. 
AndIsaw many of ils intelligent inhabitants 
occupying themselves in gathering together 
the vestiges of the beings which had lived 
and died, whose very forms were now ob- 
literated from the face of the earth, and en- 
deavouring, by these relics of past ages, to 
trace the succession of those events which I 
had witnessed, and which had preceded the 
creation of the human race.” This period is 
our own, and these inhabitants are the modern 
geologists and comparative antagonists, of 
whom Cuvier is the head. 





NORTH LONDON HOSPITAL. 
HYPOCHONDRIASIS, WITH PAINFUL AFFECTIONS 
OF THE NERVES,—IODINE. 


Witttam ATKINSON, aged 39, was ad- 
mitted July 19th, under the care of Dr. 
E..iotson. He is a tide-waiter, a short 
and stout man, of florid complexion, and 
says that he has always been very regular 
and temperate in his habits. Has been 
suffering from illness during fifteen months. 
He was first seized with severe pain in the 
left iliac region. Antiphlogistic remedies 
were applied, without affording him any 
relief. In the course of about six weeks 
the pain moved to the lower part of the 
abdomen; there was a sensation of great 
heat, as though melted lead were being 
poured over the surface. He had also pain 
and bearing down of the rectum, great heat 
along the urethra, frequent and difficult 
micturition—no stricture was detected on 
examination. Counter-irritation over the 
loins was used without eflect. The pain 
suddenly left the abdomen and attacked the 
epigastrium, being very Violent for twenty- 
four hours, at the end of that time it ceased, 
and for three wees he was fre from pain, 
it then resumed its former position in the 
abdomen, then returned to the epigastrium. 





The pain was exceedingly violent, and 
seemed rather increased than diminished by 
antiphlogistic treatment. Healways vomited 
after taking any quantity of food into the 
stemach, whether fluid or solid; does not 
remember whether the pain was influenced 
by pressure or hot drinks. He was put 
under a course of mercury and salivated, 
during which he lost his senses for seven 
days. Since then he has not suffered from 
the acute pain ia the stomach, but has been 
affected with various sensations—the globus 
hystericus, pricking, shooting, and stabbing 
pains in the limbs; cramp and tickling; 
pain in the abdomen and stomach, with a 
sense of oppressio: and suffocation ; tick- 
ling of the throat, wit» a sensation as though 
the throat, root of the tongue, palate, nose, 
and ears, were being lifted from their 
proper positions. He had also optical 
illusions, sometimes imagining he saw a 
skeleton standing at his bed-room door, er 
an old woman at his bed-side, and every 
thing he looked at moved. He also fancied 
he saw lizards and vermin crawling over 
the bed-clothes, His present symptoms are 
—a constant rising and choking in his throat, 
with a sensation of something being tied 
round tightly ; occasional jumpings, heat- 
ings, itching and tickling at the root of the 
t ngue, palate, nose and ears, proceeding 
from the posterior part of the palate to the 
anterior, and through the naso-palatine canal 
into the nose, and feeling like a worm. He 
has also a sensation of something forcing 
the roof of the mouth out of its place; pal- 
pitations of the heart ; involuntary action of 
the muscles, and pricking heat all over the 
body. Tend+rness over the pes anserinus, 
also on the left side of the spine, between 
the scapula, and numbness of the hands, 
Knows of no cause for his complaints, un- 
less it may be attributed to great mental 
emotion which he suffered on the death of 
his father in 1828. D>. Fiitotson despaired, 
he said, of doing this man any good ; almost 
every thing which could be done had failed 
in relieving him; however, as the arteme-ia 
had been eflective in some obstinate cases 
of neuralgic affections, and as this was evi- 
dently one of that character, conjoined with 
hypochondriasis, he determined on giving it 
a trial. After taking it for several days he 
did not appear at ail better, and as his 
sensations were so acute, and the spectral 
illusions so troublesome, half a grain of 
muriate of morphia was ordered him twice 
a day ; this was on the 2ad of August. 
Aug. 3. Says he passed a better night and 
the pains are less; he complained in the 
course of a day or two of severe flatulence, 
for which he was ordered the cajeput oil; 
he afterwards had a sensation of heat, fo!- 
lowed by cold and sweating, but no regular 
attack of ague. He also suffered from an 
inflammatory attack of the throat, which at 
first seemed relieved by leeches, but after- 
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wards, when they had been applied severai 
times, he was worse. He continued with 
the muriate of morphia in various doses, 
but he seemed no bet er; creosote was tried 
but did not afford relief; carbonate of iron 
was added to this medicine afterwards, but 
still no good effect resulted. As he com- 
plained of great pain in the face and jaws, 
an ointment, consisting of fifteen grains of 
veratrine, half a drachm of olive oil, and 
half an ounce of adeps, was ordered to be 
rubbed over the affected parts three times 
daily. The man was so anxious to get well, 
that he rubbed the roof of the mouth with 
the vintment ; it produced great tingling and 
burning, but. he experienced some relief 
from the application. 

On Sept. 29, all the nerves in the body 
seemed in pain. Dr. Ettiotson, as a last 
resource, determined to see what iodine 
would do; and on the 4th of October he 
commenced the hydriodate of potash and 
the tincture of iodine. 

11. He is now taking half a drachm of 
the tincture of iodine, and ten grains of the 
hydriodate, three times daily, and has been 
improving for some days in his general state 
of health. He sleeps well. The illusions 
were relieved by the morphia previous to 
the iodine being taken. The pain is now 
entirely confined to the roof of the mouth, 

18. Has increased his dose of the medicine 
by five minims of the tincture, and 1 grain 
of the hydriodate; he continues to im- 
prove. 

24. Had one of his old attacks to-day, 
but modified ; he is certainly much better, 

Nov. 1. So much better that he wished 
to go out to-day. He sleeps well, and feels 
well, only complaining of a little pain in 
tie mouth. Discharged cured. 


Dr. Extiotson remarked on this case, that 
it was an instance of most severe painful 
disturbance of the functions of various 
nerves. He had, evidently, also hysterical 
smptoms. The effect of the iodine was 
interesting. It had effected a cure when all 
other remedies had failed. 





To the Editor. —Sirx: Professor Thomson 
has fallen into an error (page 390) in assert- 
ing that the Countess of Essex intrigued 
with the profligate Lord Rochester, in the 
time of Charles II. Her intrigue was with 
Robert Carr, Earl of Somerset. Tempus, 
James I. 

A Lawyer. 


Lincoln's Pan. 





The British Medical Almanack, for 1837. 
Edited by W. Farr. London, Sherwood ; 


pp. 216. 
The Medical Pocket- Book, for 1837. By Joun 
Foote, Jun. London, Renshaw; pp. 96. 


Tuese publications are not rivals, a!though 
each contains some information which is to 
be found in the other. The one is for “ the 
pocket,” the other is for the table. It will 
not much reduce the funds of any practi- 
tioner to buy them both. But, beyond com- 
parison, the former is the more worthy of 
a place in the hands of men of science. The 
materials in the “ pocket-book” are not 
judiciously selected. Why should a medi 
cal practitioner carry about with him, all 
through annus domini 1837, pittance pro- 
spectuses of the medical corporations and 
societies, and modicum biographies of de- 
ceased M.D.’s? The parts portable should 
begin at page 37. For those, however, who 
want some blank memorandum leaves, and 
some leaves filled with medical print, Mr. 
Foote’s bit of a book may be acceptable. 

The “ British Medical Almanack for 1837” 
is, in most respects, a very superior produc- 
tion. Industry and care have been bestowed 
in its compilation, without stint. Its defi- 
ciencies were, some of them, perhaps, un- 
avoidable; it is easier, however, to judge of 
the results of labour than to direct its exe- 
cution ; but, with slight exceptions, the 
author has, on this occasion, judiciously be- 
stowed his efforts. The work is excellently 
arranged and well printed. If we speak of 
the contents in detail, another opportunity 
must be selected, By-the-by, the advertise- 
ment, of the latest invention for arresting the 
progress of a sound reform in medical govern- 
ment should certainly not have occupied a 
place in the — of the work, 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Amicus Studentium, Philalethes, Veritas, 
Mr. B. W. Brown's cases, and *“* Hope,” are 
obliged to be deferred for a week. 

An Enemy to Abuse.—If the publication 
were prosecuted asa libel, where should we 
turn for our authority ? 

Mr. Tuomas ALLen, Surgeon, of Mile-end 
Road, has submitted to us for ee 
the opinions of Dr. Conquest, Dr. F. 
Ramsbotham, and Mr. Aston Key, on } 
case of recto-vesico-vaginal fistula recorded 
in Tue Lancet of Dec. 3. With regret we 
have found it impossible to insert them this 
week, wih Mr. Allen’s letter, but we may 
state that the opinions of the gentlemen in 
question contain full exculpations of the 
attending surgeon from blame, according to 
the statement of the case presented to their 
notice by Mr. Allen. 

The complete contradiction of the state- 
ment of Dr. Shearman, forwarded by the 
solicitors of Dr. Sigmond and Mr. —— tr sae 
is unavoidabiy omitted this week. 














